6 February 2017
Fair Political Practices Commission
428 J Street, Suite 620
Sacramento, Calif. 95814

Re: Senate Bill 45 — Mendoza
Chairman Remke and Commissioners Audero, Casher, Wasserman, Wynne:

| am writing to ask for your support of Senate Bill 45 which would prohibit publicly-funded
mass mailings containing a candidate’s name, in the 90-days preceding an election.

The recent experience in Orange County in the 2016 elections for County Supervisor Andrew Do
demonstrate how publicly-funded mass mailings unfairly benefitted an incumbent County
Supervisor running for re-election.

The attached spread sheet prepared by Orange County staff reveals that over 1.1 million pieces
of mail were distributed at the behest of Supervisor Andrew Do in the months preceding the June
and November 2016 elections . A total of 22 different mailers were sent to targeted voters
residing in the 1* District. These mailers announced various county events at which
Supervisor/candidate Andrew Do would be attending. Each mailer displayed Andrew Do’s
name prominently on both sides of the mailers. The county spent over $290,000 to produce and
distribute these mailers.

Supervisor Do had lost his bid for re-election (with less than 50% of the vote) in the June 2016
primary. In the run-off election in November 2016 he won only by a mere 0.2% (50.2% over his
challenger with 49.8% of the vote). There is no question the county-paid mailers won the
election for him by providing substantial “name identification” to voters in his district, Andrew
Do was thus given a significant unfair advantage over his challenger who did not have access to
public funds with which to promote his/her name identification with the voters.

SB 45 would prohibit the production and distribution of publicly- funded mailers with a
candidate’s name on them, in the 90 days before an election.

I ask this Commission to support the passage of SB 45 to stop this abusive practice. Thisisa
necessary first step in prohibiting the use of public funds to promote candidates. It is nothing
more than campaigning at public expense.

Orange, Ca.92866

Encl: County Spread Sheet - Mass Mailings
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