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OapINANCE NO. 1669 

AN ORDINANCE OF TilE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF WEST COVINA ADDING ARTICLE VIII TO CHAPTER 2 

OF THE WEST COVINA MUNICIPAL CODE PLACING 

LIMITS ON CONTRIBUTIONS TO C~AIGNS OF 

CANDIDATES. FOR WEST COVINA PUBLIC OFFICE 
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THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WEST COVINA 

DOES ORDAIN AS ·FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. Article VIII of Chapter 2 of the west 

Covina Municipal Code is hereby added to read· as follows: 

"Section 2-401~ campaign. contributions 

by Individuals. 

No individual shall make, and no candidate 

shall receive from any individual, any 'contribution 

to the campaign of'any individual candidate for 

any City of West Covina elective public office 

in excess of five hundred dollars ($500.00) in 

. any calendar year." 

"Section 2-402. Campaign Contributions 

by organizations. 

NO organization shall make, and no 

candidate shall receive from any organization, 
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any contribution to the campaign of any 

individual candidate for .any city of West 

Covina elective public office in excess of one 

thousand dollars ($1,000.00) in any calendar 

year;" 

I'Section.: 2..!.4'03 .. Campaign Contributions 

by Political Action Committees. 

No political action committee shall make, 

and no candidate shall receive from any 

political action committee, any contribu~ion 

to the campaign of any individual candidate 

for any City of West covina elective public 

office in ex0ess of five hundred dollars 

($500.00) in any calendar year. No Buch 

candidate may receive any contributions in 

excess of fifteen hundred dollars ($1,500.00) 

combined t.ot·al .contributions from poll tical 

·,action committees in any calendar year. II 

"Section 2-.404 .'. Identification of 

Sponsor of Campaign Material. 

(a) All campaign literature, mailings or 

radio and television advertisements shall identify 
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the name(s) of the sponsor(s) of the political 

advertisement. No such sponsor may identify itself 

by a name which includes the name of an individual 

candidate without first obtaining that candidate's 

express written consent. All mass mailings shall 

also comply with the requirements 6f Section 84305 

of the California Government Code. 
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(b) Any campaign literature, mailings or 

radio and television advertiaements.,sponsored by a 

p.oli tical actio~ committee and endorsing a 

oandidate for a West Covina eleotive publio office 
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. shall' contain .the· following admonition' in a 

promi~ent location on" the advertisement and on the 

outside of each piece of mail in a mass mailing and 

on -each ins'ert in. that mailing, unless the 

candidate has given his express written consent. to 

the endor"sement: 

"This political endorsement is made 

without the authorization of [the 

candidat.e t s name].!' 

"Section 2-405 .. Definitions. 

Except for those terms specifically ,defin~d herein,. 

the definitions set forth in Sections 82000 et seq. of the 

California Government Code shall be applicable to the 

provisions and terms of this chapter: 

(a) "Candidate" means an individual who is 
listed on the ballot or who has qualified to have 

write-in votes on his or her behalf counted by 

election officials, for nomination for or election 

to· any elective office, or who receives a 

contribution or makes an expenditure or gives his 

·or her consent for any other person to receive a 

contribution or make an expenditure with a view to 

bringing about his or her nomination or election to 

any elective office, whether or not the specific 

elective office far which he or she will seek 
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. nomination Or· election is known at the. time the 

contribution is received 0, the expenditure is made 

and whether or not he or she has announced his or 

her candidacy or filed a declaration of candidacy 

at such time .. II Candidate II also includes any. 

officeholder· who is the subject of a recall 

election. 'An·individual who becomes a-candidate 

shall r.etain his or her status as a candidate until 

such time as that status is. terminated pursuant to 

Governmerit Code Sec'tion 84214. 

(b) "Committee" means any person or 

combination of persons who d~~ectly or indirectly 

does' any of the following: 

(1) Receives cont.ributions for political 

·purposes totaling five hundred dollars 

($500.00) .or more in a calendar year: 

(2) Makes independent. expenditures for 

political purposes totaling five hundred 

dollars ($50.0.00) or more in a calendar year • 

. (e) "Contribution" means a. payment, a 

forgiveness of a loan, a payment of a loan by a 

third party, or an enforceabie promise to make a 

payment except to the extent that full and adequate 

consideration is received unless it is clear from 

·the surrounding circumstances that it is not made 

for political purposes. An expenditure made at the 

behest of a candidate; committee .or elected officer 

is a contribution to the candidate, co~ittee or 

elected officer unless full and adequate 
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consideration. is receive.d for making the 

@xpenditure. 

The term "contribution II includes the purchase 

,of ti"ckets for. events such as dinners, luncheons ~ 

rallies and ,similar, fundraising events; the 

granting of discounts or. rebates not extended to 

the, public generally : or the granting of discounts 

or rebates by television and radio stations and 

newspapers not extended on an equal ba'sis to all 

cand~dates for t~e same office; the payment of 

compensation by any person for the personal 

services or e~pense·s of any other person if such 

services are rendered or expenses incurred on 

behalf of a candidate or committee. without payment 

of full and adequate consideration. 

The term "contribution." further. includes any 

transfer o'f anything of value received by a 

committee from another committee, unless full and 

adequate consideration is received. 

The term "contribution II does not include 

amounts received pursuant to an enforceable promis@ 

to the extent such amounts· have been previously 

reported as· a contribution. However, the fact that 

such.amounts have been received· shall be indicated 

in the appropriate campaign statement. 

The .term "contribution" does not include. a 

payment made by an occupant of a ,home or office for 

costs related to any meeting or fundraising' event 
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,held in'the occupant' S ,home or office' if the costs 

for the meeting or fundraising"event' are five 

hundred dollars ($500.00) or,less. 

, .-'-

, ; "~c' ~:;,.,,;,; :':' , Not~i ths tllnai"g'i th@;.:foregOi~g:def Ini~i~n'of 
, \""'cOritribu~i~n;" ·t~ei'~erm':dcesnoti·nclude the . -. . .. '. ..' ';" ," '. ". 

!'. ""(,anc1idllt,e"s "o,.n ''';on"y,:' or :property" used', on behalf of 

":<'his:'or" heridandidacy ;:'personal, services,' or payments 

imade':bY'·any indiltidual','for·'hiB or her "own travel 

expenses 'if such payments' are made voluntarily 

witho,ut' any· understanding 'or agreeIIlent that they 

shall be., directly or' indil;'ectl'y. 'repaid to him or, 

:her. 

(d) "Controlled committee" means a 'committee 

which is'controlled directly 'or 'indirectly by a 

candidate or which acts jointly, with a candidate or 

controlled committee in, connection with the making 

of expenditures. A candidate controls a committee 

if he, 'his agent or any other committee he controls 

has a significant influence 'on the 'actions or . . . , . 

decisions of the committee. 

eel "Organization" means any ,entity other 

, than, an individual. political action committee. or 

controlled coil1lt\ittee of a'candidate, but including 

businesses (including sole proprietorships), and 

non-profit corporations or unincorporated 

associations. 

·(f) "Political Action Commi.ttee" means any 

'committee as defined in'this ,ordinance. other than 

a controlled committee of a candidate." 
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SECTION 2. The Mayor shall. sign and the City Clerk 

shall ~ertify to the passage and adoption of 'this ordinance 

and shall cause t,!esanie to. be p)lblished!n . the .. manner 

.prescribed ·by law. 

PASSED AND APPROVEP this 22~d· day ·of ...-"A",pr,-!i.!.l ___ , 

1985. 

ATTEST: 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
·COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
CITY OF WEST COVINA 

) 
) 
) 

. I, Helene M. Mooney. Ci ty Clerk of the City 
of West Covina, do hereby certIfy that the foregoing . 
Ordinance No. 1669. . was regularly introduced and 
placed upon a first readIng at a regular meeting of the City 
Council on the 8th day of April. , lSlS5. That 
t~ereafter said Ordinance was duly adopted and passed at a 
regular meeting of the City ·Council on the 22nd day 
of AprH· , 1985, by the following vote, to-wi t: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

Councilmembers: Manners 7 Chappell, Shearer, Tennant, 
Bacon 

Councilmembers: 'None 

Councilmembers: None 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

         
  

CITY ATTORNEY 
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WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 
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ORDINANCE NO. 20B1 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OJ!' 
WEST COVINA, CALIFORNIA, REVISING AND AMENDING 
TIlE WEST COVINA MUNICIPAL CODE AS IT RELATES TO 
CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTION REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 
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the City Council is desirous of imposing additional requirements over and beyond 
those that are required by the Political Reform Act in relation to campaign 
contribution reporting; and 

Section 81009.5 of the Political Refonn Act entitled Loca['OrdinQnces provides 
authority to local government agencies to enact ordinances imposing filing 

. requirements additional to or different from those set forth in the Political Refonn 
Act for candidates andlor committees involved with issues or offices voted for 
solely in that jurisdiction; and 

WHEREAS, the West Covina Municipal Code requires slight renumbering of A.1icles vn and 
VlII of Chapter 2 to accommodate the new text. 

THEREFORE, the City Council ofth. City oCWest Covina doe.< ordain as follows: 

SECTION I. Section 2-400 of Article VII of the West Covina Municipal Code wa.< set aside 
some time ago~ reserved for fllture lise. TIle time has come to utilize that section 
to codify the new language into the Municipal Code book. Upon adoption of this 
ordinance, the 11lunicipal code section reserving certain sections of Article VII 
shall read as follows: 

"Sees. 2-336 - 2·399. Reserved." 

SECTION 2. Article VIlI - Campaign Contributions is hereby amended to include ~)e 
following section as follows: 

"Section 2·400. Campaign Contribution Reporting Requirements. 

Can'didates running for and officeholders in positions of elective office in 
the City of West Covina shall adhere to the following campaiglt 
contribution reporting requirements; 

(a) Provide full disclosure of any amount given to hislher campaign. 
(b) Provide the names of all individuals who give money to hislher 

campaign regardless ofthe am ow.!!. 
(c) Require that all money donations (regardless of amount) be made 

by check only." 

SECTION 3. The City Clerk shall certify to the passage of this ordinance and shall have it 
published in accordance with the provisions of state law. 

APPROVED and ADOPTED this 2nd day of April, 2002. 

⁾†Michael Touhey 
Attest: 
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O,dinance No. _.!.2J<QRo.1L. __ _ 

Page Two 

I, JANET BERRY, do hereby certifY that the foregoing ordinance was introduced at a regular 
meeting of the West Covina City Council on March 5, 2002, and duly adopted by the City 
Council at the following regularly scheduled meeting of April 2", 2002 by the following vote of 
the Council: 

AYES: Herfert, Sanderson, Touhey 

NOES: Miller I Wong 

ABSENT: None 

APproved as to fonn: 
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