
ORDINANCE NO. NS-19.40 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
OF THE COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA AMENDING SECTIONS A35-1, A35-2 

AND A35-3 OF CHAPTERS I AND II OF DIVISION A35 OF THE SANTA 
CLARA COUNTY ORDINANCE CODE RELATING TO CAMPAIGN AND 

OFFICEHOLDER CONTRIBUTION LIMITS 

SummalY 

This Ordinance institutes limits for contributions to 
officeholders and updates campaign contribution 
limits. 

THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA 
ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1: The title of Division 35 of Title A o{tlle Ordinance Code of the 
County of Santa Clara is hereby amended to read as follows: 

Division A35 
LIMITATIONS ON CAMPAIGN AND OFFICEHOLDER CONTRIBUTIONS 

SECTION 2: Section 1 of Chapter I of Division A35 of ilie Ordinance Code of the 
County of Santa Clara relating to the purpose of the County's campaign and officeholder 
connibntion ordinance is hereby amended to read as follows: 

Sec. A35-1. Purpose. 

(a) The purpose ofiliis division is to place voluntary limits upon the total amount of 
money that may be spent from contributions to an election campaign for the 
offices of Board of Supelvisors, District Attorney, County Sheriff, and County 
Assessor. 

(b) The purpose of this division is also to provide rules for campaign contributions for 
County offices and for contributions to County officeholders that are clear, tllat 
serve the interests of tile County's voters while complying with U.S. Supreme 
COUlt precedents, and that provide fair notice to candidates and officeholders of 
such rules. 
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(c) F1.1I1her, the purpose of this division is to encourage participation by the public as 
candidates in County elections by clarifying regulations applicable to such 
contests. 

SECTION 3. The title of Chapter II of Division A35 of the Ordinance Code of the 
County of Santa Clara relating to campaign and officeholder contributions is hereby 
amended to read as follows: 

CHAPTERn 
CAMPAIGN AND OFFICEHOLDER CONTRIBUTION LIMITS AND 

VOLUNTARY EXPENDITURE CEILINGS 

SECTION 4. Section 2 of Chapter II of Division A35 of the Ordinance Code of 
the County of Santa Clara relating to campaign and officeholder contn'bution limits is 
hereby amended to read as follows: 

Sec. A35-2. Contribution limits. 

(a) No person shall make to any candidate for the Board of Supelvisors, District 
Attorney, County Sheriff, or County Assessor, or to such candidate's controlled 
committee, and no such candidate's controlled committee shall accept from any 
person, a contribution or conttibutions totaling more than $500.00 for each 
election in which the candidate is attempting to be on the ballot or is a write-in 
candidate for such office. 

(b) Notwithstanding (a) of this section, if a candidate for the Board of Supelvisors, 
District Attorney, County Sheriff, or County Assessor accepts the expenditure 
limits set forth in Section A35-3(a), no person sh~l make to any candidate for the 
Board of Supervisors, District Attorney, County Sheriff, or County Assessor, or to 
the candidate's controlled committee, and no candidate for ~uch office or the 
candidate's controlled committee shall accept from any person a contribution or 
contributions totaling more than $1,000.00 for each election. 

(c) No person shall contribute to a County officeholder, including a Superyisor, 
District Attorney, Sheriff or Assessor, and no County officeholder shall accept 
from any person, a contribution or contributions totaling more than $1,000.00 pel' 
calendar year for the purpose of defraying expenses related to holding office as 
defmed below ill Section A35-2(d). 
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(d) County officeholders may use contributions made pursuant to Section A35-2(c) 
C'officeholder funds") for all lawful purposes under state law and regulations of 
the Fair Political Practices Commission, but may not use such officeholder funds 
to pay "campaign expenses" as defined in California Code of Regulations, title 2, 
section 18525(a)(I)-(4). 

(e) Unspent campaign funds from a past campaign shall not count toward the 
officeholder contribution limit in this s~ction. 

(t) The contribution limits ofthis section do not apply to: 

(i) 

(ii) 

A candidate's or officeholder's expenditure of his or her personal funds for 
campaign or officeholder 'purposes respectively; or 

Personal loans made by the candidate or officeholder for campaign 01' 

officeholder pmposes respectively. 

(g) Notwithstanding subsection (t), any payment made by anyone other than the 
candidate or officeholder to reduce the amount of any loan made for campaign or 
officeholder purposes shall remain subject to the applicable contribution limits of 
this section. 

SECTION 5. Section 3 of Chapter II of Division A35 of the Ordinance Code of 
the County of Santa Clara relating to voluntary expenditure ceilings is hereby amended to 
read as follows: 

Sec: A3S-3, Voluntal'Y expenditure ceiling. 

(a) The County of Santa Clara hereby establishes voluntary expenditure ceilings for 
candidates for the office of Board of Supervisors, and for the controlled 
committees of candidates for the Board of Supervisors in the amount of 
$250,000.00 total expenditw'e per election for such office, excepting expenditure 
of personal funds made by the candidate. 

The County of Santa Clara hereby establishes voluntary expenditure ceilings for 
candidates for the office of Dishict Attorney, County Shedff, and County 
Assessor, and for the controlled committees of such candidates in the amount of 
$500,000.00 total expenditure pel' election for such office, excepting expenditure 
of personal funds made by the candidate. 
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(b) Each candidate for the Board of Supervisors, District Attorney, County Sheriff and 
County Assessor shall file with the Registrar of Voters of the County of Santa 
Clara a written statement of acceptance 01' rejection of the voluntary expenditure 
ceilings before accepting any contllbutions. Candidates who accept the 
expenditure ceiling set forth in this section shall not be subject to the contribution 
limitation set forth in Section A35-2(a) of $500.00, but rather shall be subject to 
the contl'ibution limits set forth in Section A3S-2(b) of$l,OOO.OO. 

(c) If a candidate for the Board of Supervisors, District Attorney, County Sheriff or 
County Assessor declines to accept the voluntary expenditure ceiling set forth in 
Section A35-3(a) the candidate shall be subject to the contribution limits set forth 
in Section A3S-2(a) of $500.00. 

(d) Any candidate for the Board of Supervisors, District Attorney, County Sheriff, or 
County Assessor who declined to accept the voluntary expenditure ceiling set 
f011h in Section A35-3(a), but who· nevertheless did not exceed the recommended 
spending limits in the primary, special primary, 01' special election, may file a 
statement of acceptance of the spending limits for a general 01' special runoff 
election within 14 days following the primal)" special primary, 01' special election 
and receive all the benefits accompanying such an agreement specified in this 
chapter. 

/I 

/I 

1/ 

/I 

1/ 

/I 

II 

/I 

1/ 

/I 
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SECTION 6. Chapter IV of Division A35 of the Ordinance Code of the County of 
Santa Clara relating to effective date is hereby repealed. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Santa 
Clara, State of California, on AUG 2 7 2013 by the following vote: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

~AVEZ. CORTESE, S~MITIAN, WASSERMAN, YeAGER 

NONE 

ABSENT: NONE 

ABSTAIN: NONE 

Signed and certified that a copy of this 
document has been delivered by electronic 
or other means to the Chair, Board of 
Supervisors. 
ATTEST: 

L/L ffi REG/d)ANZ r 
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 

~ED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY: 

v'Strl!VE W:TRA ' 
D~ty County Counsel 
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-KEN YEAGER, President 
Board of Supervisors 

The foregoing instrument is a correct 
copy of the original. 
ATTEST: Lynn Regadanz 

I C~rk of the B~d 

By:_ 
~·eputy Clerk 

Date: I 0 13 I 20 • ..a 

rev Og/13/13 



ORDINANCE NO. NS-300.8S7 ---

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
OF THE COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA 

AMENDING SECTIONS 8, 10, AND 11 OF DIVISION All OF THE SANTA 
CLARA COUNTY ORDINANCE CODE ' 

RELATING TO ELECTRONIC FILING OF CAMPAIGN STATEMENTS 

Summary· 

This ordinance amends existing provisions regarding 
electronic filing of campaign finance statements. 

THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA 
ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. Section 8 of Division A 11 of the Ordinance Code of the County of 
Santa Clara is amended to read as follows: 

Sec. All·8. Elecb.'onic filing; findings and purpose. 

(a) State law requires'·candidates, persons SUppOlting or opposing ballot measures and 
celtain other types of committees to fIle campaign finance statements with the 
Registrar ofVotel's detailing the sources of contributions and manner of 
expenditure of contributions. The purpose of these laws is to assist voters in 
making informed electoral decisions and to assist in ensuring compliance with 
campaign contributions laws. 

(b) Frequently, these disclosure reports are extremely lengthy. Moreover, literally 
hundreds of such reports are med with the Registrar of Voters office each 
reporting period. It is extremely difficult for members of the public, the media and 
election officials efficiently to review and compare these statements. 

( c) The Board makes the following findings in support of requiring that political 
committees and candidates that meet certain financial thresholds me their 
campaign statements electronically: 

(i) An electronic system reduces paper waste and time spent processing 
and storing paper mings, so that efforts can be focused on helping 
filers comply with filing requirements. 
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(ii) The system used by the County contains multiple safeguards to 
protect the integrity and security of the data. 

(iii) An electronic system streamlines the filing process, by storing 
information previously entered, calculating numbers, and helping 
catch errors before filings are submitted. 

(iv) Once the statements are placed online, they are easily accessible for 
public viewing. . 

SECTION 2. Section 10 of Division All of the Ordinance Code of the COlmty of 
Santa Clara is amended to read as follows: 

Sec. All-I O. Filing of campaign statements. 

(a) Whenever any elected County officer, candidate or committee is required by the 
California Political Reform Act to file a semi-annual campaign statement, a pre
election campaign statement, an amended campaign statement 01' a supplemental 
pre-election campaign statement with the Registrar of Voters, the elected officer, 
candidate or committee shall file the statement using the electronic tiling system 
available on the Registrar of Voters' website. The street or address 01' building 
number of the pel'sons or entity representatives, or any bank account number, shall 
not be displayed online. 

(b) Statements or reports that are filed electronically with the Registrar of Voters 
pursuant to this section need not also be filed in a paper format. 

(c) This requirement does not apply to any elected officel' or candidate who receives 
contributions totaling less than $1,000.00, and makes expenditures totaling less 
than $1,000.00, in a calendar year. . 

II 

II 

/I 

/I 

II 
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SECTION 3. Section II of Division All of the Ordinance Code of the County of 
Santa Clara is amended to read as follows: 

Sec. A 11-1 1.. Penalties for late filing. 

(0) Any person who files an electronic copy ofa statement or rep'OJ1 required by this 
alticle after the deadline imposed by the California Political Reform Act for filing 
the written copy of the statement or report shall be liable in the same amount and 
on the same terms as set forth in the Act for lat~ filing of the written copy of the 
campaign statement or report, except that no fines shall be waived by the Registrar 
of Voters. 

(b) Any person required to me an electronic copy of a statement 01' a report required 
by this article, who does not do so by the deadline imposed under the California 
Political Reform Act, shall be notified by the Registrar of Voters of that failure 
prior to the expiration of the five days following the deadline to fIle the statement 
or repOJ1. The Registrar of Voters shall notify such persons that the matter will be 
refelTed to the Santa Clara County District Attorney and the Fair Political 
Practices Commission if the required electronic statement is not filed by the end of 
. the 10th day following the deadline to file the electronic statement 01' report. The 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 
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notification shall be made at the telephone number, fax line or electronic mail 
address listed by the person on the "Campaign Statement Reporting Notification" 
form provided by the Registrar of Voters. 

(c) Any person required by this article to file the electronic statement or report set 
forth in subsection (a) who fails to do so by the 10th day following the deadline, 
shall be immediately referred to the District Attorney and Fair Political Practices 
Commission. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Santa 
Clara, State of California, on AUG 1 3 2Ot3 by the following vote: 

AYES: CHAVEZ. CORTESE, SIMITIAN, WASSERMAN, YEAGER 

NOES: NONE 

ABSENT: 
NONE 

Signed and certified that a copy of this 
document has been delivered by electronic 
or other means to the Chair, Board of 
Supervisors. 
ATTEST: 

/I 

--r:'YN14 REGAL(J.NZ- 0 
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY: 
~ , 

~P.KORB 
ounty Counsel 

756016 
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KEN YEAGER, President 
Board of Supervisors' 

• 

The foregoing instrument is a correct 
copy of the original. 
ATTEST: Lynn Regadanz 

1 91e~k of the Board . 
A , " 

By: 

~e~& 
Date: 10 1 ~/~ 

, , 

". I . . , , . 
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