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BEFORE THE FAIR POLITICAL PRACTICES COMNMISSION

In the Matter of:
Ko. 75-04i6
Opinion reguested by Augusti 7, 1975

Pauvl J. Lunardi
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BY THE COMMISSION: We have been asked the following ques-
tion by Paul J. Lunard:i, a regaistered lobbyist:

Mr. Lunardi is a registered lobbyist for the Wine Instaitute.
For the past fifteen ycers, he has held an invatational golf
tournanent., The Vane Instatute has never been affiliated v1th
thais Ltournament nor has 1t paild any e..penses of the tournan=nti.

Among thosc ainvited to particapate an the ¢olf tourname:t |
each year are legislators, indusiry represencatives and personal
friends. Included in the thirly dolila: entry fee chearged to
all) marticiponts, including legrclatlors, arc green fces, a
Jbédnguet, trophies and other prizes, In recent years, the entr .
7/ fees have more than covered the costs of the toursrament and the
balance has been given to charity. -

Does Lhe holding of the tournament constitule a gift
within the ieeaning of Section 82028 of the Political
Reform Act? '

CONCLUSION

The tournament does not constitute a gift undzr the Poli-
tical Reform Act so long as neither Mr. Lunard:r nor any other
lobbyist defrays more than his proportionate share of the cost.

ANALYSIS

Government Code Section 82028Ll/, in part, defines "gift"
as:

...any payment to the extent that consideration
of egual or greater value is not received.

1/ ALl statutory refercnces are to the Government Code unless
otherwvise noted.
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Section 82044, i1in part, defines "payment" as:

«s.Yendering of money, property, services or anything
else of value, vhether tangible or intangiple,

The payment of arother's green fees, dirrer and priczes

clecarly has valuz vathain tne r2anirg of Seclio. 82044, It

vould, thcrefore, co-startute a pavaont vaathin tn2 meartrg of
Scctiom 82028. Under Section 82028, ho ever, such a voy ot 1s
not a gift 1f corsaderation of egual or greater value 1s raceived.

& ]

In this case, consideratron in the form of an entry
thirty dollars 1s crarged to &ll partacipants, inclvding
lators and other oflicials. If the thirty dollar feoe faile
cover tournament costs and tnhe defaicit vere paid by Ilir. Lunca
lhe payment of the de flult vould constitvte a gift and \ﬁu1d be
reportable by My, Lunardi. Sce Secticils SoJOb( V. BBLOT {n) (4).
Mr. Lunard: viould be DrOhlblL'd fron wating such a peymont to the
ertenl thatl Lhe proportionatie amount benzfired a state crnaidate,
an elected stale oificer, a legislative ecffaicial or agency ofificral.,
Scctaion 86202.
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If, as has been the case in recent years, the entry ices
more then cover the lournament costs, a gift vvathain tre meaning
of the Political reform Act has not becn made,2/
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Approved by the Commission on August 7, 1875. Concurring:
Brosnahan, Carpenter, Lovenstein, Miller and Vaters.
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Daniel I, Lowcrs;eln
Chairman
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2/ The Commission intimates no views as to whether a reportable

exchange has occurred.



