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March 1, 1985

Norman Ruestow
P.O. Box 897
Colfax, CA 95713

Re: Your Request for Advice
Our File No. A-85-025

Dear Mr. Ruestow:

We have received your letter requesting advice concerning
the Colfax City Council. You have asked questions regarding the
application of the Brown Act to members of the City Council who
work in the same office, and regarding a City ordinance about
conflicts of interest.

The jurisdiction of the Fair Political Practices Commission
is limited to the interpretation and enforcement of the
Political Reform Act (Government Code Sections 81000-91015).
Your questions do not concern the Political Reform Act, and,
therefore, I am unable to provide the advice you have
requested. I suggest you contact your City Attorney for advice
on these matters.

Very truly yours,
Kathryn E. Donovan
Counsel

Legal Division
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§ 2:1.303 CoLFAX MuNicIPaL CODE

Officials and employees should not exceed thei
the law, or ask others to do so, and owe a duty tc
other public officials and employees, unless prohibi
law or by the officially recognized confidentiality of
(§ 2, 0rd. 270, eff. January 22, 1981)

Sec. 2-1.304. Fair and equal treatment,

(a) Interest in appointments. Canvassin
Council, directly or indirectly, in consideration or ir
appointment to the municipal service shall disqual
appointment, excep? with reference to positions fille

* . the Council.

(b) Use of public property. No official or e
or permit the use of City-owned vehicles, equi
property for persorial convenience or profit, excep
are available to the public generally or are provided a

* the use of such official or employee in the conduc

(c) Obligations to citizens. No official or
any special consideration, treatment, or advantage t
that which is availabie to every other citizen.
(8§ 2,0rd. 270, eff. January 22, 1981)

Sec. 2-1.305. Conflicts of interest,
No Councilman or other official or employee, wh
shall engage in any business or transaction or have a

interest, direct or indirect, which is incompatible with

Pt Mt A

_of his official duties_in the public interests or wou
'mdependence or juldgment or action in the perfon

_duties. “Personal”, as distinguished from ““financial”,
“an 1nterest arising from blood or marriage relatlonsb
_associations.

~Specific conflicts of interest are enumerated
guidance of officials and employees:

" (a) Incompatible employment. No Councili
or employee shall 2ngage in or accept private em
services for private interests when such employ
_incompatible with tle proper discharge of his official
" to impair his 1ndependence or judgment or action in
hlS official dutles

(b) Disclosures of confidential information.
other official or employee, without proper legal
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Bozza appomted

' place of his wife Marcia

Bozza ' who resigned the

' position earlier this month.

» The City Council voted 3
1 at the Jan. 22 meeting to
appoint Mr, Bozza. Mayor

Norman Ruestow voted
against the action. -

Lt . o( Colfu frm'n 1978 to 1980,
appomted to - the Cdfax

" City; Council, taking - the -

" as: each of the . coun- -

and he said he knows a lof -
of people in the area as well -~

cﬂmemben w‘i P
. Bozza;" who is also. a
worker alo| s

‘ouncilmen Mike Talso

..and Richard Ballenger, -
said there s littie En%er oi E

_the_city’s business being

In. a special meetmg “discussed - out of - the .
Monday night the council _scrutiny of the public since

passed a resolution on the ,ale;gg of the councilmen
appointment, and Mr. work in dxﬁ‘erent epart~

Bozza was sworn in by City
Clerk Betty Delgado. -
-+ Mrs. Bozza had told the
Record that the position
was demanding a great
deal of her time, and Mr.
Bozza said his previous
experience~ in - city

government will be an -
lamnllarity wnth the area

asset as he takes the

position.

Mr Bozza wﬁs the mayor s

=

“office.

ments

- He smd he is usually out
on his motor route while
Ballenger .is at the front
counter and  Talso is
workmg in the mail

processing portlon of the

Bozza. Vsald his

see page 3
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February 11, 1985

Norman Ruestow
Box 897
Colfax, CA 95713

Re: A-85-025
Dear Mr. Ruestow:

Your letter requesting advice under the Political
Reform Act has been referred to Kathryn Donovan, an
attorney in the Legal Division of the Fair Political
Practices Commission. If you have any questions about your
advice request, you may contact this attorney directly at
(916) 322-5901. )

We try to answer all advice requests promptly.
Therefore, unless your request poses particularly complex
legal questions, or unless more information is needed to
answer your request, you should expect a response within 21
working days.

Very truly yours,

ara A Mllma
General Counsel

BAM: nwm
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February 11, 1985

Norman Ruestow
Box 897
Colfax, CA 95713

Re: A-85-025
Dear Mr. Ruestow:

Your letter requesting advice under the Political
Reform Act has been referred to Kathryn Donovan, an
attorney in the Legal Division of the Fair Political
Practices Commission. If you have any questions about your
advice request, you may contact this attorney dlrectly at

(916) 322-5901.

We try to answer all advice requests promptly.
Therefore, unless your request poses particularly complex
legal questions, or unless more information is needed to
answer your request, you should expect a response within 21

working days.

Very truly yours,

A
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arbara A- Mllma
General Counsel
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