
California 
Fair Political 
Practices Commission 

Vern Deto 
councilmember 
City of santa Clara 
1500 Warburton Avenue 
santa Clara, CA 95050 

Dear Mr. Deto: 

January 28, 1986 

Re: Your Request for Advice 
Our File No. A-86-022 

This is in response to your letter dated December 30, 1985, 
requesting advice regarding your duties under the Political 
Reform Act of 1974 (the "Act").,Y 

FACTS 

You are a member of the Santa Clara city council. You are 
also a member of the City of Santa Clara Redevelopment Agency. 
These bodies will soon be required to make certain decisions 
regarding a proposed site development by Prometheus Development. 

The proposed site consists of approximately seven (7) 
acres. Originally, the site was the downtown area of Santa 
Clara, but it was razed approximately 20 years ago when the 
downtown area was condemned for redevelopment. Except for 
development of a portion of the area in 1974-1976, the proposed 
site has remained undeveloped since 1963. 

The project proposed by Prometheus Development is for a 
high density residential development. The pending concept is 
for 172 apartment units situated on approximately five acres. 
Prometheus Development has applied for mortgage revenue bond 
funding, which means that at least 20 percent of the 

,Y Government Code sections 81000-91015. All statutory 
references are to the Government Code unless otherwise 
indicated. 
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residential development must be available for rent to low 
income families. The balance of the seven acres is to be 
utilized for approximately 45,000 square feet of commercial 
space. 

You and your wife own a one-third (1/3) interest in a 
single family residence situated at 1545 Lexington ,Street. 
Your one-third interest was originally acquired by your 
daughter on August 13, 1982, for the total purchase price of 
$88,000 (1/3 of which is $29,333.33). On September 9, 1983 
your daughter quitclaimed her one-third interest in the 
property to you and your wife. The other two-thirds interest 
belongs to two Santa Clara police officers. The residence 
rents for approximately $800 per month. 

The closest point of your property to the proposed site is 
approximately 1,350 feet, if traveled in a straight line. Your 
property is located on a different street than the project, 
consequently if the distance is measured by traversing the 
streets, the distance is approximately 1,650 feet. The zoning 
currently is for residential usage and the decision on the 
project will not alter the zoning. 

QUESTION 

Are you precluded by the Political Reform Act from 
participating in decisions regarding the Prometheus Development 
project? 

CONCLUSION 

You may participate in decisions regarding the Prometheus 
Development project. 

ANALYSIS 

Section 87100 requires that public officials disqualify 
themselves from making or in any way participating in any 
decision in which they have a financial interest. An official 
has a financial interest in a decision if the decision will 
have a reasonably foreseeable material financial effect, 
distinguishable from the effect on the public generally, on: 

* * * 
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(b) Any real property in which the public 
official has a direct or indirect interest worth one 
thousand dollars ($1,000) or more. 

section 87103(b). 

You have a financial interest in real property located 
within 1,350 feet of the proposed development site. Commission 
regulation 2 Cal. Adm. Code Section 18702(b) (2) provides that 
the effect of a decision on an official's interest in real 
property will be considered material if it is reasonably 
foreseeable that the decision will increase or decrease: 

(A) The income producing potential of the 
property by the lesser of: 

1. One thousand dollars ($1 / 000) per month; 
or 

2. Five percent per month if the effect is 
fifty dollars ($50) or more per month; or 

(B) The fair market value of the property by the 
lesser of: 

1. Ten thousand dollars ($10,000); or 

2. One half of one percent if the effect is 
one thousand dollars ($1/000) or more. 

2 Cal. Adm. Code section 
18702 (b) (2) (A) and (B). 

Due to the distance of your property from the proposed 
development site, its zoning and surrounding uses, and its 
location on a different street, we conclude that it is not 
reasonably foreseeable that decisions regarding the approval or 
disapproval of the proposed development would materially affect 
the value of your real property interest. Accordingly you may 
participate in those decisions. 

You should note, however, that the Commission has noticed a 
proposed regulation (2 Cal. Adm. Code section 18702.4) which 
depending on which distance figure is chosen, could alter this 
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conclusion in future situations. A copy of the regulation is 
enclosed for your review. 

If you have any further questions regarding this matter, 
please contact me at (916) 322-5901. 

JGM:p1h 

\].trl~ -77k~ 
~::. McLean 
Counsel 
Legal Division 

cc: Michael R. Downey, Assistant city Attorney 
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CI OF TA 
CALIFORNIA 

January 17, 1986 

John G. McLean 
Fair Political Practices Commission 
428 J street, suite 800 
Sacramento, California 95814 

Re: Request of Vern Deto December 30, 1985 [§ 86-022] 

Dear John: 

Enclosed please find the additional aerials that you requested 
pursuant to our telephone conversation on Tuesday, January 14, 
1986. I have enclosed several additional documents which will 
be of assistance to you in your review of this matter. They 
are as follows: 

1. Aerial Index Map 

This is an aerial photograph index map which gives the 
location of the additional aerials that we are herein 
submitting to you: 58, 59, 72 and 73. The section 
comprised of 58 and 59 is the area west of the 
redevelopment area. 72 and 73 comprise the area east of 
the redevelopment area. 

2. The two aerial photographs of the Redevelopment Area and 
vicinity 

A) The redevelopment area and vicinity from Lafayette 
Street to the west. (Maps 58 & 59) 

B) The area from Lafayette street (which is the 
eastern boundary of the redevelopment area) to the east. 

3. Zoning Map 

This is the zoning map for the Old Quad area. We have 
drawn in 1,500 feet radii to give you a rough indication of 
what the surrounding area is like. 

The green 1,500 feet radii is from the outer borders of the 
property under consideration now. The red radii are from 
the project limits (even though developed at this point of 
time) . 

THE CITY OF SANTA gl~ 
CALIFORNIA 

January 17, 1986 

John G. McLean 
Fair Political Practices commission 
428 J street, suite 800 
Sacramento, California 95814 

Re: Request of Vern Deto December 30, 1985 [§ 86-022] 

Dear John: 

'1 soc W~\RBUR-CN AVE 
Sr~NTA C::L.A F~A. CA Q5()5C 

{4GB) S!::::;4·3232 

Enclosed please find the additional aerials that you requested 
pursuant to our telephone conversation on Tuesday, January 14, 
1986. I have enclosed several additional documents which will 
be of assistance to you in your review of this matter. They 
are as follows: 

1. Aerial Index Map 

This is an aerial photograph index map which gives the 
location of the additional aerials that we are herein 
submitting to you: 58, 59, 72 and 73. The section 
comprised of 58 and 59 is the area west of the 
redevelopment area. 72 and 73 comprise the area east of 
the redevelopment area. 

2. The two aerial photographs of the Redevelopment Area and 
vicinity 

A) The redevelopment area and vicinity from Lafayette 
Street to the west. (Maps 58 & 59) 

B) The area from Lafayette Street (which is the 
eastern boundary of the redevelopment area) to the east. 

3. Zoning Map 

This is the zoning map for the Old Quad area. We have 
drawn in 1,500 feet radii to give you a rough indication of 
what the surrounding area is like. 

The green 1,500 feet radii is from the outer borders of the 
property under consideration now. The red radii are from 
the project limits (even though developed at this point of 
time) . 

TH CI'IY OF TAgl~ 
CALIFORNIA 

January 17, 1986 

John G. McLean 
Fair Political Practices commission 
428 J street, suite 800 
Sacramento, California 95814 

Re: Request of Vern Deto December 30, 1985 [§ 86-022] 

Dear John: 

'1 soc W~\RBUR-CN AVE 
Sr~NTA C::L.A F~A. CA Q5()5C 

{40B) ~:::;4":?232 

Enclosed please find the additional aerials that you requested 
pursuant to our telephone conversation on Tuesday, January 14, 
1986. I have enclosed several additional documents which will 
be of assistance to you in your review of this matter. They 
are as follows: 

1. Aerial Index Map 

This is an aerial photograph index map which gives the 
location of the additional aerials that we are herein 
submitting to you: 58, 59, 72 and 73. The section 
comprised of 58 and 59 is the area west of the 
redevelopment area. 72 and 73 comprise the area east of 
the redevelopment area. 

2. The two aerial photographs of the Redevelopment Area and 
vicinity 

A) The redevelopment area and vicinity from Lafayette 
Street to the west. (Maps 58 & 59) 

B) The area from Lafayette Street (which is the 
eastern boundary of the redevelopment area) to the east. 

3. Zoning Map 

This is the zoning map for the Old Quad area. We have 
drawn in 1,500 feet radii to give you a rough indication of 
what the surrounding area is like. 

The green 1,500 feet radii is from the outer borders of the 
property under consideration now. The red radii are from 
the project limits (even though developed at this point of 
time) . 



January 17, 1986 
John G. McLean 
Fair Political Practices Commission 
Page 2 

We have also indicated in red and brown the surrounding 
commercial areas in the vicinity of the redevelopment area. 
The CC, CT and CD zones are highlighted in red. These are 
basically small businesses situated around the project 
area. The main exception would be the high-rise Bank of 
America office building at the northwest corner of 
Homestead and Lafayette. The OG (brown shading) are homes 
currently still in use as residences but which are situated 
in an area zoned for potential office usage. 

In the upper northeast quadrant there are several small 
parcels zoned ML (Planned Industrial). The B zoning 
districts (governments and churches) are cross-hatched. 
consequently, wi th the exception of the buffer of 
commercial (red shading) and office (brown shading) zoning 
districts surrounding the redevelopment area, the area is 
primarily residential of varying densities. 

4. Historical survey 

I have also enclosed a City of santa Clara survey of 
significant historic properties. As you can see, there are 
many structures identified as having historical 
significance in the Old Quad area. Although surrounded by 
historically significant structures, Mr. Deto's rental 
house was not designated as one. 

I hope this information will be of assistance to you. 

bd 

enclosures 

Very truly yours, 

EL R. DOWNEY 
istant city Attor 
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Office of City Council 

December 30, 1985 

Fair Political Practices commission 
1100 "K" street 
Sacramento, California 95814 

Attention: Cathy Donovan, Esq. 

Dear Ms. Donovan: 

erry 
l500 WARBURTON AVE. 

SANTA CLARA. CA. 95050 
(408l 984·3250 

I understand that Michael R. Downey, Assistant City Attorney, 
has recently contacted you with regard to duties I have as an 
elected member of the City Council of the City of Santa Clara 
and the city of Santa Clara Redevelopment Agency under the 
"Political Reform Act of 1974" on issues which may appear 
before the Council and Redevelopment Agency for consideration 
in the near future. 

MATERIAL FACTS 

Background 

1. Election Background 

In November of this year I ran for Seat No. 2 of the City 
Council and lost by 3 votes. On December 10, 1985 I was 
appointed to Seat No. 3 by unanimous vote of the remaining 
members of the Council. I am one of seven members of the city 
Council of the city of Santa Clara. 

2. The Property 

The subject property is situated at 1545 Lexington Street. My 
one-third (1/3) was originally acquired by my daughter August 
13, 1982 for the total purchase price of $88,000 (1/3 of which 
is $29,333.33). On september 9, 1983 my daughter quitclaimed 
her 1/3 interest in the property to my wife and myself. The 
other 2/3 interest belongs to two Santa Clara police officers. 
There is a single family residence on the premises which rents 
for approximately $800 per month. 

Attached hereto is an aerial photograph which indicates my 
house at 1545 Lexington Street (indicated by the black box) and 
the proposed development site. As a crow flies, the closest 
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point of my property to the proposed site is approximately 1350 
feet (indicated with the green line). If the distance is 
measured by traversing the streets, the distance is 
approximately 1650 feet. 

The house is situated at the westerly extension of Lexington 
Avenue, before it merges with North Winchester Boulevard. 
There is a median strip in North Winchester Boulevard which 
prevents a left hand turning movement exiting Lexington 
westbound. The red arrows on the aerial photograph at the 
westerly extension of Lexington and North Winchester Boulevard 
indicate the controlled turning moves which must be made by 
traffic exiting from and entering onto North Winchester 
Boulevard. 

The Proposed site Development 

The proposed site consists of approximately seven (7) acres. 
originally, the site was the downtown area of santa Clara, but 
it was razed approximately 20 years ago when the downtown area 
was condemned for redevelopment. Except for the development 
which is shown on the aerial map which basically occurred in 
1974-1976, the proposed site has remained undeveloped since 
1963. 

The proposed development by Prometheus Development is for a 
high density residential development. The pending concept is 
for 172 apartment units situated on approximately 5 acres. 
Prometheus Development Company has applied for mortgage revenue 
bond funding, which means that at least 20% of the residential 
development must be available for rent to the low income 
families. The balance of the seven acres is to be utilized for 
approximately 45,000 square feet of commercial. 

REQUESTED OPINION 

In accordance with Government Code section 83114 (b) as 
implemented by your regulation 18320 in Title 2 of the 
California Administrative Code, I request the Fair Political 
Practices commission issue an op~n~on with respect to my 
conflict of interest duties in connection with the proposed 
Redevelopment Agency action with respect to herein mentioned 
mixed residential/commercial development on the proposed site. 
The matters are or will be set for hearing by the Redevelopment 
Agency at the end of January. In light of the threats of 
litigation over my participation in the hearings and the close 
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Cathy Donovan, Esq. 
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prevents a left hand turning movement exiting Lexington 
westbound. The red arrows on the aerial photograph at the 
westerly extension of Lexington and North Winchester Boulevard 
indicate the controlled turning moves which must be made by 
traffic exiting from and entering onto North Winchester 
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vote anticipated, I submit this request for written opinion at 
this time. 

If there is any additional information or other material you 
might desire, please contact me so I may make it available to 
you. Thank you for your interest and expeditiously handling of 
this request for use at the approaching hearings. 

Very truly yours, 

City of Santa Clara 

bd 

enclosure: aerial 
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Housing vs. park question 
before Santa Clara council 
Continued from. Page IB 
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5 per square oot , 
promising to build a new commer­
cial center for Santa Clara. But he 
now says economic studies show 
the site would no longer support a 
major commercial center. 

The city council rejected a less 
dense condominium project 
offered by Viso last year, saying it 
wanted to see a proposal with 
more commercial space, 

Council members say both sides 
are lobbying fiercely on the issue. 

"Anything that comes up before 
November is complicated by the 
elections," said Councilman David 
Tobltin. "It makes squirrels out of 
council people." 

A staff report on the feasibility 
of a historical park in the former 
downtown says that it would be a 
clear "citywide attraction," offer­
ing excellent exposure for the Tri­
ton and generating significantly 
less peak-hour traffic than a resi­
dential development On the other 
band, moving the Triton and two 
other historical houses to the site 
would cost more than $3 million, 
the report states. The staff made 
no recommendation. 

Shirley Odou, a leader of the wiD be a significant indicator of· 
residents' group, says she will future council direction. 
present dollar figures for the swap "I think (our decision) will begin-
that are much lower than those to determine whether or not we r 
offered by the staff. Under the are going to concentrate our city 
swap plan, Odeu added, the com- financial resources and our staff 
mercial and retail portions of time and our council time on 
Visa's plan would be built on the development within the interior of 

( 

old dO\\"!ltown site but the 204-unit the city or if we are going to con-
apartment complex Prometheus tinue to concentrate on high-den-
proposes would be built on War- sity development north of the Bay-
burton Drive near City Hall, where shore for tourists," Souza said. 
the Triton is currently located. ~/ •. 

Triton Museum officials have r-----­
formally rejected the swap pro-
posal as too costly. The museum is 
currently in the midst of a multim­
illion-dollar expansion program, 
with construction scheduled to 
begin in February. 

Both museum officials and pro- "I. 
ponents of the Prometheus devel­
opment say the swap plan involves 
delays neither project can afford. 

But members of Save The Old 

Sallta Clara 
deci"ioll dl.le 
011 dOl\ntO\V'1.1 

Plaza say the decision is too Bv Miranda Ewell 
important for the entire commu- M;'rnm NeW' St<J{f Wnt", 

nity to be treated as "business as Santa Clara Citv Council members fae 
usual:' a major political 'decision tonight as the 

Residents envision a landscaped consider thE' latest proposal for the Clty 
park setting with the Triton controversIal former downtown. 
Museum, historical houses and pos-:_ ~.JlLresidents from Santa Clara' 
sibly a bandstand pavilion and Q,Ig Q1l3d_ aIJL.eXP.e<::!&a:Jil-!lle cO\1nci 
community theater at the site. m~tjDg to prQteI* a hig!:l4ew>~rt 

Councilman Everett "Eddie" I t''' ~eDt CQmplexpropored for.~~~; 
Souza says the council's decision "-lidale;en~ts::U. L,..aJ;ireieD.asl.l.kllJiL-na,gL.lli.l-n...Jstliile,l.;a!\,;d::il.ttLhl.-al:>ltU.t~h5:Je~counci 
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approve a land swap that would put f 

rebuilt Triton Museum at the center of E 
historieal and cultural park on the site. 

On tht' Olhf,r side, former Councilmar 
James V1s{). who owns the property, an( 
former Mayor Garv GiHmor are pushin~ 
for approval of a -mixed resi~ential am 
commercial to be built by Pro 
metheus Co. Viso it iJ 
Hme for thE' council to end years stale 
rrU1tE:' ana approve much-needed 
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bQught the city land for I~OO. 
Qr $2.25 per square foot in 1!118, 
promising to build a new commer­
cial center for Santa Clara. But he 
now says economic studies show 
the site would no longer support a 
major commercial center. 

The city council rejected. a less 
dense condominium project 
offered by Viso last year, saying it 
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"Anything that comes up before 
November is complicated. by the 
elections," said Councilman David 
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of a historical park in the former 
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clear "citywide attraction," offer­
ing excellent exposure for the Tri­
ton and generating significantly 
less peak-hour traffic than a resi­
dential development On the other 
hand, moving the Triton and two 
other historical houses to the site 
would cost more than $3 million, 
the report states. The staff made 
no recommendation. 

will be a significant indicator of 
future council direction. 

"1 think (our decision) will begin-
to determine whether or not we r 
are going to concentrate our city 
financial resources and our staff ( 
time and our council time on 
development within the interior of Itt 
the city or if we are going to con-
tinue to concentrate on high-den-
sity development north of the Bay-
shore for tourists," Souza said. 

Shirley Odou, a leader of the 
residents' group. says she will 
present dollar figures for the swap 
that are much lower than those 
offered by the staff. Under the 
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mercial and retail portions of 
Viso's plan would be built on the 
old downtown site but the 204-unit 
apartment complex Prometheus 
proposes would be built on War­
burton Drive near City Hall, where 
the Triton is currently located. ..." .. 

Triton Museum officials have r-----­
fonnally rejected the swap pro-
posal as too costly. The museum is 
currently in the midst of a multim­
illion-dollar expansion program, 
with construction scheduled to 
begin in February. 

Both museum officials and pro- '! 
ponents of the Prometheus devel­
opment say the swap plan involves 
delays neither project can afford. 

But members of Save The Old 
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important for the entire commu­
nity to be treated as "business as 
usual." 
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park setting with the Triton 
Museum. historical houses and pos- ._ 
sibly a bandstand pavilion and 
community theater at the site. 
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Sal1ta Clal~a 
deci~iol1 due 
011 do"rntO\Vll 
By Miranda Ewell 
~llr'-~Lr~ N(:\\":- SL:iH \\'n\.{,1 

Santa Clara Citv Council members fae 
a major political -decision tonight as the 
consider the latest proposal for the city 
controversial former downtown. 

• Scores of residents from Santa Clara' 
Qld Quad are expecjg1L~~--connci 
meeting tn_~test a jugh denlill~rt 
~ent complex proposed for the seyeD:i1Cr: 

4 .,ite at Renton aDd Jackson st~. Resl 
dents are asking instead that the COunCI 

approve a land swap that would put ( 
rebuilt Triton Museum at the center of , 
historieal and cultural park on the sIte. 

On the oUler side, fonner Councilmar 
Jdmes Visa. who owns the property, anc 
tormer Mavor Gary Gillmor are pu.shin~ 
for approval of a mixed residential am 
commereial project to be built by Pro 
me~heu5 Development Co, Viso says It 1.1 
H!:1C fcr the {'()lincil to end years of ~tale 
IThiLt' and appro\'r~~ a much~needed housins: 
project. 
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pleases neither side· 
a 

turn its attention instf:'ad to old Sant" 
Clara., '; 

Noreen Feuss' said her husband and 
IK'ighbors work in the high-tech industryof\ 
Silh'on Valley. ; 

-mst9Fi6 pru:, of tnw:tt- "-.--~ 
"Please, pl.eal;€ don't clOSE' the door on 

old Santa Clara tonight;' resident Shirley 
Odou said. "Please \(!llIv(' it (or us," 

Residents of the Old Qllad. an area of 
old Victorians near the project site, said 
the proposed housing was inappropriate 
for the area and would clog the streetR. 
Many complained I.hat. lhe city was Spend­
ing more than $200 million on projects 
north of the Bayshore j<'reeway and should 

"When they come home atffight they: 
are sick to death of high tech." FcllSS said. ! 
"They want root.', and history. Put the' 
hearl back in Santa Clara." 

The city tore down the former down.; 
town in the early 19608 as part of a.grant!' 
urban renewal scheme, but the property 
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Editorials. Obituaries. Crime 

pproval of Santa Clara condos 

!~(L!tL~ .r 
~~ 
S~,oke!!men for Prometheus ~velop-

npnt Co" which had proposed the project, 
:aid limy WE're U08U1't!' that th~! housing 
i"luld r~~ huilt aecdrdlne /0 UU' rolln('ir~ 

st.ipulalions. 
Som.~ residents said after the vote that, 

in nn effort. to block the proj~t, they 
would !'leek to require the city to prepare 
an ('nvironmental impact report on it. 

The vot.e was 4-:2, with council members 
"'~vcrdt "Eddie" Souza and Auralee Street 
voUng no. Councilman John Mahan 
abstained on the advice of the city attor· 
n(lY because he owns property near the 
projt~ct site. 

Prometheus had proposed a 204-unit 
apartment. complex, pluc: 50,000 square 
(4'(1,+ of rrt'rn"'tt1""t'lIDl Anti rot !lit C1'\,~if"n ,n .... thft 

seven-acre property at Benton and Jack­
son streets, just west of t.he University of 
Santa Clara. The council cut the number of 
units to 165 and insisted that the developer 
lk'lU them as condominiums rather than 
rentJng them. 
~ames Viso, a former city council mem­

ber who owns the. property, said he was 
skeptical that the project was economi­
cally feasible, because building condQmini­
urns would add nearly $1 million to costs, 

"I t.hink maybe we won the bat.tle but 
lost the war," Viso said after t.he vote. 

A __ L.:' .. ,,:__ r __ .t ....... ______ ! .... _ -. __ .. ~~..J -* 

lea' s neither side: 
'} 

Jl}S't<,>_.,lhan..a~~ out to 
~2[~;~c'~~J~'~ -c~ 
plu.Jllea~U!l&~itb ~ity or 

• ht~j9 part of iown ~.---"---

"Please, please donr dosE' the door on 
old Santa Clara tonight" rPsident Shirley 
Odou said. "PleaS!' leavE' it (or us." 

Residents of the Old Quad. an area of 
old Vidorlans nt!ar the project site, said 
the proposed hC)\\!'Ilng was inappropriate 
fl)1" the area and would clog the streets, 
Many complain('d that the dly was spend­
ing more than $:WO million on projects 
ntllth of the Baysbofe F'recway and should 

turn its attention in~t{'ad to old Santi' 
C1ar;l. . ,; 

Noreen Feusg' sa.id her husband and 
neighbors work in the high-tech industry of \ 
Silicon Valley. ' 

"When they come home at night they \ 
are ~ick to death of high let-h." Fenss said. , 
"They want roots and history, Put the.' 
heart back in Santa Clara." . 

The city tore down the tOl1l1er down.· 
town in the early 1960s as part of a.grahtl: 
urban renewal scheme, but the property' 

.",.p ." A NT.i (' r " ". A 1'",'''' ."r> 

Editorials. Obituaries. Crime i 

Approval of Santa Clara condos 
)y Mirando Ewell 

u~r H' (eve r 
!QL~~1i:. 
S~lokesnwn for Prometheus [)eve-Iop-

n"nt Co" which had proposed the project, 
,aid Umy w€~r{' U!1SUl'~ that th(> bOllsing 
/Juld f)f' huilt :J('('dnllnl:" to th(' ('ollnl'iI'l': 

stipula lions. 
Som4~ residents said after the vote that, 

in an effort to block the pro~t, they 
would Heck to require the city to prepare 
an ('nvironmental impact rt:'port on it. 

The vote was 4-2,wilh council members 
l'~vcrd t "Eddie" Swza and Auralee Street 
voting no. Councilman John Mahan 
abst,ained on the advice of the city attor­
n~y t~{'ause he owns property near the 
pro jt~('t site. 

PI'I)metheus had proposed a 204·unit 
ap:u'tment complex, plu<: 50.000 square '.'I.j ()f l'nmm"' .... bl nnrl r<>1 <ill " ........... " .. fh ... 

seven-acre property at Benton and Jack· 
son streel.s, just west of the University of 
Santa Clara. The council cut the number of 
units to 165 and insisted that the developer 
~II them as condominiums rather than 
renting them. 

James Viso. a former city council mem­
ber who owns the property, said he was 
skeptical that the project was economi· 
cally feasible, because building ('ondomini­
ums would add nearly $1 million to costs. 

"I think maybe we won the battle but 
lost the war," Viso said after the vote. 

A __ 1..:_,"1:'__ f __ 4. _ ..... __ :_ ..... __ ",," .. ~_..l -, 
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Dispute stalls Santa aara project!; 
By Mimnd:1 Ewell 
Mt'rcUt'V Nev.,;(' S~,\ff \Vrit('r 

metheus before the council. "It's a l"..ommercial pr£ject for the vacant 
card game and both sides are ~a:e:p~rr('erat"'BentOii iiiiiJ 

~ment of Santa Clara's negotiating. ... ' The major issue is ~w1i!f.e::m:mrlI!b: 
~.iI'iRiiID,L~Ir~1.. money." downtown once stood. . 
eNan..~~_UU: council has Residents wbo opposed the proj- -'1Jilf'ciTyorrrciiils arrthe numoor 
~iiL.a...k.fYJ:~!!:I~I!~rtona ed My they will continue their of housing units from 204 to .~Q;' 
~~U\iltl!rea. ~- efforts to block it. and insblted they be built and!lOld 

The owner of tile property says Shirley Odou said her group has as condominiums rather thatl 
Prometheus Development Co has hired an attQl'11ey and will force rented as apartment ... 
Jmlled out of lhe project in what is the city to prepare an environmen- One week later, the' coun<'il 
callf'd the Old Quad area. but Pro- tal impact report on the project, agreed to increase the housing; 
metheus ('xe<~utives say they still as.o::esstng traffic effects. units to 173. And this week. the 
want to talk it over. ~~etl~~"~~YfJ:,yi orous council agreed to remove the cog,., 

"'fhf'y're in a dispute right now," ob~1iiQm. mmdteds _ area dition t.hat the unit.<; be offered Jor, 
said Gary Gillmor, a former Santa !.~.:~}dents._ ... !he cit] .co~ sale, saying that was never the,i( 
Clara mayor who represented Pro- .. _.~Pm:,Q.:~:i([JL l"ilJ.!OO:Ji~:.na intention. 

~'~==::=====---------------~=---~~~:;~';;;;;;;;;;~~-------~=======-==~=====;1d;.]C'~ 



~ Santa Oara fills 
council seat_ 
By Delia M. Rios 
lof~ry Nerr. Stalf Writer 

~ Santa Clara City Council a . 
PlalYUng Commissioner V ppomted 

\'a~~ntCity councH seat ~~~ a 

: .d~. the v~ to appoint Deto was 1;:-:· . COUl'lCl~W?man Judy Nadler-
: P a, . red appomtmg either AJdyth . 
I ar:IEr or Phil Raineri. Deto was the first 

cboK'e of the five other COUDcil members. 

Immediately after the vote Deto 
sworn m by the city clerk and ~ his was 
oa Uw COUDc1L seat 

.. s SeeSA:YTA CLARA,Page7B 
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Vcrn Deto . 
'I'm still stunned' 

Deto lviIIS,~. , . 

, . 
seat In 
Sallta Clal"a 
SANTA CLARA.from PIlW 18 

"I guess I'm still stunne4." Deto 
sa~d. And then, speak.ing directly to 
the other candidates, he urged 
them to rem3Jn involved in city 
pp.l~ti.cs. . 
M'~ ,meant it earlier when I said 

Lha'l I have mil four times and by 
far this ",,'as the hardest lime I 
have had to go through," he said, 
roferring to the lhree bours of 
interviews the council conducted 
Tu~day night before the vote .. 

During questioning. Deto told 
the council that it is the city's 
responsibility to make Greal 
America work but that he does not 
want to sacrifice the quality of 
surrounding neighborhoods. He 
also said that he would not support 
any moratorium on building north 
of !.he Bayshore Freeway, saying 
that he believes the soll.llion is to 
make needed improvements as the 
land is developed. 

Delo, 41. was most recently 
defeated Nov. S in his bid for a 
council seat Nadler won that race 
by three votes. He is a member of 4r­

,the Lions Club and the former \ \, 
owner of the Santa Clara Ameri- ~ L.\".J 
can: a weekly newspaper. (':;; 

. lbe council vacancy was cre.~ 
ated last month when Everett (\ 
"Eddie" Souza was elected mayor,"" 1 

~dition to Deta, the councilv' 
interviewennsurance~Droker 

b 

,- .., /J 
,:;:; . F' '-7 

, Santa Oara' fills 
council seat_ 
By ~lia M. Rios 
llrrcury News Staff Writn 

PJa'Ilie. Santa Cla~ .City Council appoint.e6 
~g. ComnusslOner Vern Deto to a 

va'i"tclty council seat Tuesday nighl 
de . b the vote to appoint Deto was 

u:...( . , COUllCi~w?maD Judy Nadler-
bad . red appomtmg either Aldyth . Par:J& or Phil Raineri. Deto was the first 
choIce of the five other council memben. 

lmmediately after the vote, Deto was 
sworn m by the city cleric and toot his 
011 the COlmCll seat 

See SA.~1'A CLARA, Page 7B 
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'I'm still stunned' 
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Sallta Clara 
s.,..\NTA CLARA.from Puae lB 

"I guess I'm still sLun~," [)eto 
sa.id. And then, speaking directly to 
the oLher candidates, he urged 
them to rem.llll involved in city 
~.liti.fs. 
n'l} ·meant it earlier when I said 

Lha't J have rUfl four Limes and by 
far this ~'as the hardest Lime 1 
have had to go through." he said, 
roferring to the three hours of 
interviews the council conducted 
Tuesday night before the vole. ' 

During questioning. Deto told 
the council that iL is the city's 
responsibility to make Great 
America work but that he dOes not 
want 1.0 sacrifice the quality of 
surrounding neighborhoods. He 
also said that he would not support 
any moratorium on building north 
of the Bayshore Freeway, saying 

P" I thaL he believes the solulion is to 
make needed improvements as the 
la04 is developed. 

Deto, 41, was most recently 
defeated Nov. S in his bid for a 
council seaL Nadler won lhat race 

by three yates. He is a member Of,r,: . 
. the Lions Club and the former \ 
owner of the Santa Clara Ameri- 1:) 
can,' a weekly newspaper. \ 

,1he council vacancy was cre­
ated last month when EvereU,'; 
"Eddie" Souza was elected mayor r~ 
~lli!!!10 Deta, the council"' 

interviewed insurance firoker 
~. oZier! w 0 ran Ir 
I~ind Nadler and DeIOTiillie 

/'k! . !souncil race; plannl'!L£~­
r~ 'sioner Raineri; free-ranee e itor (' 

:::'lid for~ elem~~larL SCfi~ 
~cher Shlr ey oa ; ~~ 

. ra County Heanh Department 
t!/£,>-:,.-i.. ~ RIU'Sf' SYQeTVi.Sor Parle. 

--.-'-

, Santa Oara fills 
council seat _ 

._ J See S-:~TA CLARA, Page 7B 
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Sallta Cla.--a 
&\NTA CLARA.from PIJae lB 

"I guess I'm still stunneq:' Deta 
sa!(t And then, s))('aking directly to 
the other candidates, he urged 
them to rem:ml involved in city 
P,O.lit iIs, 

.... 1} ·meant it earlier when I said 
Lha't J have run four times and by 
far this "'as the hardest lime I 
have had to go through." he said, I:.'h 
roferring to the three hours of 
interviews the council cooducted 
Tuesday night before the vole .. 

During questioning. Deto told 
the council that it is the city's 
responsibility to make Great 
America work but that he does nol 
want to sacrifice the quality of 
surrounding neighborhoods. He 
also said that he would not support 
any moratorium on building north 
of the Bayshore Freeway, saying 

M • that he believes the solulion is to 
make needed improvemenlS as the 
lanQ is developed, 

Deto, 41. was most recenlly 
defeated Nov, S in hlS bid for a 
council seal. Nadler won lhat race 
by three votes, He is a member of L~, 

. the Lions Club and the former I "_ 
owner of the Santa Clara Ameri- ""-. l~) 
can: a weekly newspaper. (\', '" 

. rhe council vacancy was eret U 
ated last month wben Everelt\'; 
"Eddie" Souza was eJected mayor,)' 
~,ru!Qition to Deta, the council''; 
interview~m:e'Droker ~, 
tliYi:~ ~r~ •. 

. ' -bebi!Ld I llie' / r 
~_J~uadl~ plan,!!~cmlU~lis- ~\ .. 

p"l<4/ sloner Rameri; free-lance edItor r 
neiim:Yl~ht~1 ' 

; iiasan~ 
, nty Heallll" vepartn1enr~" 

£.~k/-:. . .-~ ~..rwFSe &YG!entisor Parle. 
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DiD QOAD, from Page JB 

voted against the fwaDcing aJong 
with Councilwoman Judy "Nadler, 
laid abe opposes the project 
beeeuse the financing program 
require:!! the residential WlIt.1 to be 
renlfod and not sold. 

fda or h 

The terms 0( the mortaaae reve­
nue band program woaId require 
tbal the unit. remain •• rental 
housing for .. loag as the loan .. 
put,9.t.andina, or 'or I minimum 01 
10 years. . 

At :Iea»t 20 percent 0( the unib 
would have 1.0 be leaIed to low-in­
come Lenants . 
. -'D!!~ 
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Financing pJaJl 
OK'd for pro.ie9 
ill Santa Clara-
By Delia M. Rios 
..... c:u!'y New. Stan Writrr " 

A plan to finance residential and 
rommercial development in Santa 
Clara's old downtown bas been 
approved by the city council, 

, although the project itself basn't 
been approved. ..: 

The council's 4-2 vote Tuesdav 
night allows Prometheus Develon­
men! Co. to pursue it.s proposaf io 
build 172 condominium units and 
44.000 &quare feet of offi~ and 
retail space in the Old Quad area. 
~cilwoman Sue Lasher, who 

See OLD QUAD, Pagl>."2lJ 
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The terms of the mor1.&aae rev. 
nue bond program would require 
t.bat the units remain as rental 
housing for &I Ioag ~ &be loan .. 
pUt,JLandins, PI' 'or. minimum 01 
10 years. . 

At Jeaat 20 percent of the unii.l 
would have w be leaaed to low· in­
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, ill Santa Clara-
By Delia M. Rios 
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A plan to finance residential and 
COfnrnerciaJ development in Sa.n!a 
Clara's old downtown bas been 
approved by the city council, 
aJUtough the project itself basn'l 
been approved. .' 

The COUncil's 4·2 vote Tuesda v 
night allows Prometheus Develop­
ment Co. to pursue its proposal to 
build 172 condominium units and 
f4.000 square feet of office ;lnd 
retail space in the Old Quad /i.l"ea. 

Councilwoman Sue Lasher, 'Who 
. See OLD QUAD, POQ(:>.211 
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in Santa Clara-
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A plan to finance resid'entialaJ'ld 
commercial development ill Santa 
Clara's old downtown bas been 
approved by the city council, 

• allbough the project itself ba5n'1 
been approved ' .. 

The rounci1's 4·2 vote Tuesdav 
night aDows Prometheus Develo~ 
ment Co. to pursue il,s proposal to 
build 17% condominium unll.s and 
44,000 square feet of offl<;e and 
retail space in the Old Quad area. 

CouJ:!cilwoman Sue Lasher, who 
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FRANK H. RUSSOW 
ATTORNEY AT LAw 

1195 MAIN STREET 

POST OFFICE Box 475 

SANTA CLARA, CALIFORNI,A 95050 
(408) 985-7700 

January 10, 1986 

City Clerk 
City of santa Clara 
1500 Warburton Avenue 
santa Clara, CA 95050 

Re: File No. Z.1374 
1060 Benton street (Prometheus 

Development Project) 

Dear Sirs: 

This office has been requested by the Old Quad Homeowners' 
Association, Inc. to appeal the decision of the City of 
Santa Clara Planning Commission on Wednesday, January 8, 
1986 respecting the approval of the above file. 

It is my understanding that Ci ty Council Member Susan 
Lasher will not be present at the next scheduled meeting 
on January 14, 1986, and we therefore request that this 
appeal be heard on January 20, 1986 and that the final 
archi tectural review of this project be continued to the 
same date. 

The reason for this appeal is to address certain 
irregularities in ,the action of the City Council at the 
meeting held October 8, 1985, at which time the entire 
nature of this project was radically changed without 
notice to the public and without the opportunity for 
public input. That action was in contradiction to the 
Ci ty Council's ruling of September 17, 1985, and there 
appears to be no legal basis for this subsequent de facto 
rezoning without public notice. 

Thank you for your anticipated cooperation. 

yours, 

FHR:dl 
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FRANK H. RUSSOW 
ATTORNEY AT LAw 

1195 MAIN STREET 

POST OFFICE Box 475 

SANTA CLARA, CALIFORNI~ 95050 
(408) 985-7700 
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City of Santa Clara 
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California 
Fair Political 
Practices Commission 

Vern Deto 
santa Clara City Councilman 
City Hall 
1500 Warburton Avenue 
santa Clara, CA 95050 

Dear Mr. Deto: 

January 7, 1986 

Re: 86-022 

Your letter requesting advice under the Political Reform 
Act has been received by the Fair Political Practices 
commission. If you have any questions about your advice 
request, you may contact me directly at (916) 322-5901. 

We try to answer all advice requests promptly. Therefore, 
unless your request poses particularly complex legal questions, 
or unless more information is needed to answer your request, 
you should expect a response within 21 working days. 

JGM:plh 

truly yours, 

j.~ 
hn G. McLean 

ounsel 
Legal Division 

428 J Street, Suite 800 • P.O. Box 807 • Sacramento CA 95804-0807 • (916) 322-5660 
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