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Preservation of Reports and Statements
Request for advice from the City Clerk of Delano

FACTS: The City of Delano held an election in 1984. 1In 1936
the city clerk disposed of the original and copies of all
campaign disclosure statements filed by the unsuccessful candi-
dates involved in the 1984 election. The clerk has since
received a request from the public sector to see copies of the
disclosure statements filed by all of the candidates involved
in this election.

One solution the clerk came up with was to ask the candidates
to reconstruct their campaign statements if they could not
supply her with a copy.

It was decided at the opinion regquest meeting of June 26 that
the clerk should not request the candidates to reconstruct

their statements. She should write to each of the unsuccessful
candidates requesting a copy of their disclosure statements
filed in connection with this election. The clerk is aware of
the fact that some of the candidates do not have copies of their
campaign statements. In this instance, the clerk might want to
contact the local newspaper or the incumbent candidate involved
in this election to see if they have copies. ’
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QUESTION: In 1986, the city clerk dispose& of the originals and copies

of campaign statements filed by unsuccessful candidates involved in

a 1984 city election. Section 81009 (b) requires that original statements

of candidates not elected be retained by filing officers for a period

of not less than five years. The clerk asked if she could require the

candidates to reconstruct their statements when a copy could not be supplied.
ANSWER:

The clerk should not request the candidates to reconstruct

their statements. She should write to each of the unsuccessful

candidates requesting a copy of their dislcosure statements. Since some

of the candidates did not retain copies, the clerk might want +o

contact the local newspaper or the incumbent candidate involved in

this election to see if thev have copies.




