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California 
Fair Political 
Practices Commission 

Beverly A. Cannon 
P.O. Box 32 
Lakehead, CA 96051-0032 

Dear Ms. Cannon: 

June 30, 1988 

Re: Our File No. G-88-249 

We have received your letter concerning refund of 1986 
license fee surcharges for mobilehomes. The Fair Political 
Practices commission has no authority to assist you in this 
matter. 

The Commission is responsible for administering and 
enforcing the Political Reform Act (Government Code sections 
81000-91011). The Political Reform Act governs financial 
disclosure by political campaigns and lobbyists, as well as 
conflicts of interest in governmentql decisionmaking, but it is 
not applicable to your question about the refund of the 
mobilehome fees. 

For your information, SB 1770 of the 1985-86 Legislative 
Session was not enacted into law. Enclosed is a copy of the 
current law. 

DMG:KED:plh 

Sincerely, 

Diane M. Griffiths 
General Counsel 

·#'li~k!~I(r1.·_O< t.. ~t;-7, LF VI'i~_ 
By: Katnryn E. Donovan 

Counsel, Legal Division 

428 J Street, Suite 800 • P.O. Box 807 • Sacramento CA QC;R()A.A1R()7 • (Ol h \ '1.)" .t::.M:"{'I 
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STAlE OF 

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
DIVISION OF CODES AND STANDARDS - Registration & Titling Section 
P.O. Box 2111, 6007 Folsom Blvd., Sacramento, CA 95810-2111 
1-800-952-8356 or 916-323-9224 

File' : Info Ltr 

Decal': 
SeriaH: 

jtl537?' 
(]./IF;f / 111 g( tj ;)IJ :;L £/76 

Make: ~ru'-r--1L .. ? ..... __ (.-\~ 

This Department has received your request for a Mobilehome Park Purchase Fund 
Fee Exemption rEarm 11476.ee. 

This exemption form will be mailed along witH your Registration Renewal Billing 
Notice. Any Statements of Facts claiming exemption that are received by 
themselves prior to receipt of the transaction on which the Park Purchase Fee 
is due, will be returned. 

,,~.lj:lJ'!r.~ .. J'!r:~p})~ .. pr~~YJ~t~!!~N~[2.L. £r.EtgJJ~t ... r.~~{l!l1dJ .. 9}:: ........ ~ .. X.Etrrl.P.~A9.n'"gJ 
me P ar.k .. r,H.!:shese .• El-!!t<! •• L~.~._~.h~t!!<;!.~. peAg. p.r!.8.r .. ~.o.lanuar 1 

Sincerely 

Ramona Mills 
Transaction Processing Manager 

RM: 

HeD 496.7 



AMENDED IN SENATE MARCH 19, 1986 

SENATE BILL No. 1770 

Introduced by Senators Craven and Bergeson 
(Principal coauthors: Assembly Members Kelly and 

Stirling) 
(Coauthor: Assembly Membe:r Kelley Isenberg) 

February 10, 1986 

An act to amend Section 18114.1 of the Health and Safety 
Code, relating to registration fees and manufactured housing. 

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST 

SB 1770, as amended, Craven. Mobilehome and, 
manufactured housing registration fees. 

Under existing law, an annual registration fee of $11 is 
required for each transportable section of a manufactured 
home, mobilehome, or commercial coach subject to 
registration. An additional fee of $5, which will be repealed on 
January 1, 1989, is imposed on each transportable section of a 
manufactured home or mobilehome subject to registration. 

This bill would exempt from the $5 fee each transportable 
section of a manufactured home or mobilehome located on a 
private parcel owned by the registered owner of the 
manufactured home or mobilehome, if the owner provides 
documentation or a written statement, signed under penalty?~'­
of perjury, which establishes to the satisfaction of the 
Department of Housing and Community Development that 
the manufactured home or mobilehome is located on a 
private parcel. 

If the department is satisfied by the documentation or 
written statement that the manufactured home or 
mobilehome is located on a private parcel, the .dt;Dartment 
would be re ~redto .. credit.,.the owner . on .... the_ ,Z-JJj 
l,enew. ee 2Il!2j/lwJzJ[!Jl!Jl~!L_gE;zxiJL!~£!!L~ 
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SB 1770 • -2-

year. 
Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes. 

State-mandated local program: no. 
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The people of the State of California do enact as follows: 

8EGfION b 8eetiofl 18HY at H=te Health 8ftEI8afety 
SECTION 1. Sectio1118114.1 of the Health and Safety 

Code is amended to read: 
18114.1. (a) In addition to the annual registration fee 

required by Section 18114, an annual fee of five dollars 
($5) shall be paid to the department at the time of 
registration or renewal for each transportable section of 
a manufactured home or mobilehome registered 
pursuant to this part. All revenues derived from this fee 
shall be deposited in the Mobilehome Park Purchase 
Fund provided for in Chapter 11 (commencing with 
Section 50780) of Part 2 of Division 31. 

(b) Any transportable section of a manufactured 
home or mobilehome registered pursuant to this part and 
located on a private parcel owned by the registered 
owner of the manufactured home or mobilehome shall be 
exempt from the fee imposed by subdivision (a), if the 
owner provides documentation or a written statement, 
signed under penalty of perjury, which establishes to the 
satisfaction of the department that the manufactured 
home or mobilehome is located on a private parcel. 

(c) Where the department has received 
documentation or a statement pursuant to subdivision 
(b) and is satisfied that the manufactured home or 
mobilehome is located on a private parcel owned by the 
registered owner of the manufactured home or 
mobilehome, !1!J},""4f}121!:[t!11lt~~!t§11?:IL<lI§g>,~£!ficjlt!!!t~LQffI2~t 
Q!Llfl/!Z£~~~~tllIf!~~IQ!~.t!!~.ffltE..!1f1.eQ~~cj>§E~117:!cj!'!.!~!~I!..~. 
1~1tf!tfll!.}!2EJ.(j.tl!.gi~t!a.ti(}JLy~a.r. 

(d) This section shall remain in effect only until 
January 1, 1989, and, except as provided in subdivision W 
(e), shall have no force or effect on or after that date, 
unless a later enacted statute which is enacted before 
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California 
Fair Political 
Practices Commission 

Beverly A. Cannon 
P.O. Box 32 
Lakehead, CA 96051-0032 

Dear Ms. Cannon: 

June 30, 1988 

Re: Our File No. G-88-249 

We have received your letter concerning refund of 1986 
license fee surcharges for mobilehomes. The Fair Political 
Practices Commission has no authority to assist you in this 
matter. 

The Commission is responsible for administering and 
enforcing the Political Reform Act (Government Code sections 
81000-91011). The Political Reform Act governs financial" 
disclosure by political campaigns and lobbyists, as well (~"S 
conflicts of interest in governmental decisionmaking, bu€ 
not applicable to your question about the refund of the 
mobilehome fees. 

For your information, SB 
session was not enacted into 

1770 of the 
law. J' 
Si~relY, 

#~// 

1985-86 Legislative 

/
/Oiane M. Griffiths 

/ General Counsel 

By: 

DMG:KED:plh 

Kathryn E. Donovan 
Counsel, Legal Division 

428 J Street, Suite 800 • P.O. Box 807 • Sacramento CA 95804~0807 • (916)322*5660 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Recent legislation added a $5.09 fee to the annual registration fee required 
for each transportable section of your mobilehome •. The revenue collected from 
the new fee will yrovide funds for mobilehome owners who wish to purchase their 
ark and convert t to resident ownership. In many cases, resident ownership 

provides an effective way for residents to avoid mobilehome park closures. 

If you desire additional information, you may write to: 

MObilehome Park Assistance Program 
Department of Housing & Community Development 
Community Affairs Division 
921 Tenth Street, Sacramento, California 95814 

HeD 479.3 



t:xJr~ moolle assessment . Inequitable r 
~. 

William Macdonald was mad. 
Macdonald, 82, retired 22 years ago 

after working for Standard Oil for 40 
years. He was a company dispatcher 
in Richmond but retired to Paradise. ' 

Twelve years ago, he and his wife, 
Ruth, purchased a double-wide, SO­
foot-long mobile home and had it 
Installed on their own lot In Paradise. 

In January, Macdonald received his 
annual mobile home license renewal 
notice fromtntrsra1e~~AUach'ea Tiilfie 
notice was·'·ahoU1-eF~nofiCe·from"ih"e 
lJeOartment ortfousfn-liiid-~Commu: ~-el-·"·-·-----_s:.·,,-·-·-·~· ......... _ .. 
l!!W·~~l~·r~TJ!lMacdonald that he 
would have to pay an extra $10 -$5 
for each of his mobile home sections 
=-7oreach of th7tne'xTffiretr9.cars: .~ 

The money-;-tJlenot:1cesays-;- will 
finance a new state program to pro­
vide loans to organizations of mobile­
home park tenants' so they can pur­
chase parks that otherwise would be 
closed. 

The surcharge was imposed by leg­
islation carried by Sen. William Cra­
ven, a San Diego County Republican, 
and passed by the Legislature and 
signed by Gov. George Deukmejian 
last year. 

According to the legislative ana­
lyst's office, the three*ear license fee 
surcharge will raIse a out $7.2 mUllon 
lor tfie revolving loan program, whicH 

. also receIves money from other 
Sources. . ~ 

There's no question that a decline in 
mobile home parks poses a serious 
problem for their residents, many of 
whom have low and/or fixed incomes. 

It's estimated that in 1984 alone, 
more than 90 mobile home parks. 
ciosed in the state as their underlying 
land became more valuable for other 
purposes, especially In highly urban­
Ized areas. Those closures displaced 

",,.j 11':" f .: "' •• 

~ .' ~ \ 

~.~ 
Dan 
Walters 

thousands of tenants. 
But to Macdonald - and he IS not 

alone in feeling that way - it is pat­
ently unfair to Impose a special lax on 
mobile home owners, many of whom 
own their own lots, to help others 
acquire ownership of mobile home 
parks. 

"I worked for 40 years for a compa­
ny and saved what I could," he said. 

~{%uT!fP~1We!i-~1n~t~ orfn~.ruR~t;:~·~ 
thInk -1 tfsge flhi~oIrb~se .. ,,------.-- .. g. 

Macdonald and other mobile home 
owners not residing in parks com­
plained loudly about the surcharge in 
letters to state officials. In one letter, 
Macdonald said, "I have never seen 
anything so raw in my lifetime .. ~" 

Macdonald makes a strong point. 
Even if mobile home park closures 
are a problem in California and even 
If there needs to be a loan program to 
deal with it, taxing a selectiva group 
not immediately affected or at fault Is 
an odd way to approach It. 

If there is a broad public Interest In 
shoring up that kind of rental housing, 
then the burden should fall on every 
taxpayer, not just those who also 
happen to own mobile homes. 

One could not imagine that the state 
would impose a surcharge just on 
renters to subsidize rental housing 
loan programs. The Republican legis­
lators and Republican governor who 

approved the mobile home program 
would never stand for that. 

That Craven's bill passed last year 
is a testament to the political clout ( 
that the Golden State Mobilehome ~ 
Owners League has acquired in recent": 
years. .:( 

\( 

The legislative analyst's office, ~ 
. meanwhile, is looking a little askance I .. 

at the mobile home loan program: It·!: :\ 
Is recommending to the Legislature f '.~ 
that It scale back appropriations for t ' 
the revolving loan program until the I 
state has a chance to see if it's going \ 
to work. . r 

. .. 
; 

" ~: 

"It is important to note ... that the :. 
program has yet to make its first :­
loan," the analyst's office noted in", 
February. . .: 

A more equitable approach to the L 
mobile home park problem, it would :~ 
seem, is contaIned in another piece of 
Craven legislation that authorizes a 
city to issue tax-exempt revenue 
bonds to finance the purchase qf 
mobile home parks by their tenants. 

Gardena just concluded a tenant­
controlled purchase of one park 
threatened with closure - a purchase 
that will be financed by the tenants 
themselves through their monthly 
rental payments, retiring the city's 
bond Issue. Gardena officials had 
sought the bonding authority to deal 
with moblle home park closures. 

The beneHciarles of the program 
thus are paying for it not someone 
hundreds of miles away whose only 
connection is that Ihe also happens to 
be a mobile home owner. 

There's a partial rectification of the 
situation on the way. Because of the 
complaints from M acdonala~ andoth­
ers, Craven and the mobile-home 
owners league are j)!!~!1Jl1g J1E!Wl~gls: 
ll;iJiQJ! ..... iQ .. 321£!!lP.t ... Q.Q!]..:PJ~L~ ... f.11.()!:J!l e 
~~E.1.~E~J:'f>.!.l:·U~_e_~.l!ES~~!~ e. 

! ,\. 

.1 



STATE HELPS MOBILEHOME PARK RESIDENTS HELP THEMSELVES 
Mobilehome park conversion-in which 

park residents become park owners through 
forming a cooperative or condominium-is 
one way mobilehome park residents can 
stabilize their housing costs. Recognizing that 
increasing rents continue to be a problem for 
many people, especiaUy for mobilehome park 
residents-many of whom are retirees, with 
low or moderate income-the state has acted 
to provide a source of funding for those who 
wish to help themselves. 

The Mobilehome Park Assistance Program 
(MPAP) was created by AB 1008 
(McClintock) in 1983 to provide technical 
assistance to park residents or organizations 
formed by residents who UJish to own and/or 
operate their mobilehome parks. In 1984, SB 
2240 (Seymour) appropr!ated a $3 million 
revolving loan fund designated as the 
"Mobilehome Park Purchase Fund", and 
added the financial assistance component to 
the program. Money from this fund provides 
low interest loans to mobilehome park 
residents who wish to purchase their park. 

MPAP will offer low·interest loans to 
residents organizations to buy and/or 

PRIVATE CREDIT, continued from page 2 

the CDBG funding will address some sort of 
capital gap in the firm's financial package and 
the exact definition of a gap will vary from 
project to project. In one case, it may mean 
that the firm simply cannot secure, from any 
rA"'\, . .,.,..'" enlfiriont r;u,\;t;\1 tn mpot itq np.etis" In 

operate their mobiIehome parks. Three types 
of loans will be available: 

• Conversions loans to finance the purchase 
and conversion of a mobilehome park by a 
resident organization. 

• Blanket loans to reduce the monthly 
housing costs for low·income residents in a . 
resident owned/operated mobilehome 
park, and 

• Individual loans to finance the purchase of 
a mobilehome park lot or space. 

The loans will bear an interest rate of 7 
percent per annum. Conversion loans must 
be repaid UJithin three years, but blanket and 
individual loans may be amortized o'.'er 30 
years. 

The Department recently announced the 
availability of funds from the Mobilehome 
Park Purchase Fund and plans to issue 
awards from the initial appropriation in March, 
1986. MPAP is now able to provide financial 
and technical assistance to mobilehome park 

• return on investment (net income after 
taxes to stockholders' equity). 

The ratios are listed for specific kinds of 
firms using the same categories as the 
Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) code. 
Within each category, the information is listed 
fnr ~iff""">nt firm sizes. PEHDC also relies on 

residents who could not othenvise afford to 
purchase their park and provides the means 
for residents to avoid park closures while 
protecting a source of affordable housing in 
California. 
/In 1985 the Mobilehome Park Purchase 

~
'Fund received another boost from legiSlati,on 
sponsored by the Golden State Mobilehome 
O",mers League, Inc. SB 484 (Craven), which 
will add an additional $2.5 million to the fund 
annually. The measure will add a $5 tee for the 

~
ext three years tor each transportable 

mobilehome to the existing registration fee of 
$11.fI'he'''regrsTairon'l;ecOmes·'ef'fectivEf-ofl'\ 
anuary I, 1986, and the Department is 

currently taking action to implement the new 
(requirements by notifying mobilehome! 
\ owners of the change in registration fees. ( 
-MobIT;t;omes ana'ma'nGJeiCflireif housing 
are a valuable source ot affordable housing for 
many' C!lifornians. The Department is 
committed to preserving this type of housing 
and UJill continue to support measures that 
will protect this housing stock by providing 
park resident~_with the opportunity to help 
themselves. -~!?r 

financing pacKages which provided over 1099 
new or retrained jobs statev.'ide in 1985. 

{"Analyzing Private Credit Needs: A 
Necessary SkiU" by Lawrence P. Malone, 
Deputy Director, Council of State 
Community Affairs Agencies (COSCAA) 
appeared in the September 1985 issue of 
State COBG UDdate and is reorinted hprp in 


