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California 
Fair Political 
Practices~ Commission 

Martin Winderl 
Landlord 
1377 Guerrero street 
San Francisco, Calif. 94110 

Dear Mr. Winderl: 

August 18, 1988 

Re: Your Letter of July 11, 1988 
Our File No. G-88-267 

You have written expressing your concern over the fact that 
certain members of the San Francisco county Board of 
Supervisors are periodically required to disqualify themselves 
on land-use decisions such as rent control because they own 
rental properties. Your letter also expresses concerns 
regarding a possible past violation by one of the supervisors. 

Under the provisi(:ms of the Political Reform Act, we are 
unable to advise you regarding actions taken by someone other 
than yourself. However, I enclose for your review some general 
informative materials regarding the conflict of interest 
provisions of the Political Reform Act and how to make a 
complaint to our Enforcement Division if you believe that a 
violation has occurred. 

DMG:REL:ld 

Sincerely, 

Diane M. Griffiths 
General Counsel 
~ .~ 

}/j _L yj - /, / 

By: ~~~~~i ~;~i~t~t~ 
Counsel, Leg~;;t>ivision 

Enclosure: Pamphlet on Conflict­
of-Interest, Act 

428 J Street, Suite 800 • P.O. Box 807 • Sacramento CA 95804-0807 • (916)322-5660 



Fair Political Practice Agency 
428 IIJII Street 
Suite 800 
P.o. Box 807 
Sacramento, Ca. 5804 

To Nhom It Concern: 

1377 Guerrero St. 
San Francisco, Ca. 94110 

July II, 1988 

I am concerned over the conflict of 
sco on the Board of Supervisors. 

interest issue 1n San 

As a landlord I have no representation on the Board no matter 
who I vote for in the election. They take conflict of interest 
in every matter crucial to my the management of my property and 
my source of liveyhood. 

I am being taxed 
representation to take 
what the Boston Tea Pa 

on my property and 
care of my problems. 

was about. 

still have no 
I believe s 1S 

I have written by certified letter to Supervisor Eongisto who 
claims to be an expert in this area and to this date has refused 
to reply to my letter of which a copy is attached. 

It is also my understanding that rvisor Hongisto voted for 
a contract for Sunset Scavengers of which he owns stock. Is this 
conflict of interest? 

I would like you to look into these areas and 
explanations and how I may be represented. 

me some 

Enclosed also are 
to this subject. 

es of two newspaper articles pertaining 

Kindly 

S ly yours, 
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1377 Guerrero St. 
San Francisco, Ca. 91110 

,June 14, 198 f3 

Reference: Progress, Your Voice, Supe rebuttal 

Supervisor Richard Hongisto 
City H"ll 
Van ~ess and McAllister Street 
3,111 FriHlcisco, Ca. 94102 

DOilr Supr:'rvisor Hongisto: 

J r('~Hl your letter to the Editor in n~gard to conflict of 
inten'st.:. I HilS under the assumption the law W:1S a San FrClncisco 
L:nv not: il stat(~ law, however that is not what bothers me about 
it. 

ulldr'rstand the conflict of intr~rest law ,.,rhc~n it is applied 
din'ctly, such as voting on the purchase of the lot. next door to 
ynur property, voting on a contract for a compt:lny which you have 
cont.rol and voting for a high\.,ray to run throuqh your house. 

'1'11(' thing I ClHmnt understand is the conflict of inton?st when 
it is applied collectively as in rent control. If you vote tn 
n'l'\nvc, rc'nt control, you gain income and r:::ontrol nver your 
prnpc'lty i.11nllq ,,,ith the rest of incomr~ propr~rty landlords which 
you tf'prr'srnt. Now if the Supt?rvisors who do not O\,,!l prnpC'rty 
nnd rrnt., vote for rent control they gain from addition~l control 
on'r their landlord and pay less money to him and all the other 
rrnh'lS thc~y rC'present save money. 

Jl would appc'ar: the Supervisors who rent an? in conflict of 
interest as much as you are. Afterall they are controlling the 
revc:nue from their own landlords. 

T believe it Was Supervisor Kennedy who lived in Golden Gate 
\'J;lY ap;u:trnents which was under Federal price cc'iLings on rent 
f'xpi rr:'d. The Board of Sup(-:rvisors qui ckly ra n through an 
orcUnailcC' to inClude it under San Francisco rent control and WCl8 
s i gll('d by Supnrvior Kennedy act ing as l1Clyor whc'n Dianne Fic'nst ien 
Wl1S cunveniently out of town. This was a dirc'ct savings. Is 
this cnnflict of interst? 

I bnlieve by your criteria all income property Supervisors and 
,\11 rC:Jl!:Qr Supervisors are in conflict of interest. 

- 1 



I f\\rtl1or C:ilnnot understand ho,,, st.ate and fE~c10ral politicians 
C-:1n voto tlwnlsC'lves pay raises without conflict of intercst. 

11:1 ]1)(1 wha t should be used is bl ind trust s such as t. he Presidc'nt 
usC's. 

Ilnuld you kindly respond and clarify this issue, for I fC'o1. I 
tnV!''' no rE'prosentation on the Board of Supersivor-s and renters 
do. 

This is the Sillm~ feeling I get. when I call or qo down to tl)r~ 
Hnnt BOilrd that I am the bad guy or I'm wrong .lnd I lli1ve expend 
mnnC'y to prove I'm right, or take a loss. 

Hartin ~vinderl Lundlord 
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conflicts of interest Amendment end 
on vacancy controls 
has in­

trodu(~ed a Charter Amendmn't 

to allow Board of 
more members are 
because of a conflict 
An abS(}lute 

of six out 

of all 11 
is now nO'· 

qulred. 
The board Ruk-s Commit1(~t? 

expecu"<f to consifkr th(' 
Tuesday, The proposal \\'ould 

on the Novemb.?f ballot if 

full board agref's 

month. 
Britt's immediate 

is to 

allow five memhers adopt 

rent-increase controls on vacant 

residential 
units, Vacant 

are 
{!xempt from 

4 p(>fcent annual rent· raise 
on Supervisor Hichard Hongisto is 

exempt from 
on residen' 

tial rent matters b(~cauS€' he 

owns several residentiaJ 
and Supervisor Carol Ruth SHver 

is 
bf.'cause she is a fl"'al who has also ac' 

residential units, 
Tenant activists now count 

five votes for vacancy con· 
Previous to her c(mflict the City Attorney had voted for 



• Your vOice 

~Cullillg tile payroll fat 
m(>T(' efficient Ilnd 

r,lj j ,w flrknlNI. 
• ,lim f~('lh "l ;lIliclf' ahout Th~ dtr c(luld for 
,ill!' iIH·r'':\'''{,!'i:l! inns (flr :t dflllar SP"llt Tf'Cpj\'P a 

• .J;ft'!Ill!. ;111'1 IllHTlctive City worth of !'>f'rvkc hy r(lnJly 
~n\~:tq is i' bU'Hlh of tn'sh air tillg lh(l fat wlwrevcr if finos 
:j'I!'~ (lVfldllP It a(ldn'~;!'s I he This way (lur M;}ynr would 
: 1'''1\ n 11.'< pr 1111' nwl h·r. The pro- the dty in much bplt.f'r shap(' 
, J~""'" [f"\lwIiPII nf WOI k (nn'p i!': Yl'arn to come and daim what 

1"" Hl" way fn ('OUN'! th~ city's promi!le;i in hi"! hook. 
1',.r1r::d ctdj{ it, It \\ III (,lit majnly 1 he b(lUom line Is San 

:"th~ p~()pk who ,Jpllvf'r the Sf'rv· C'L<:('aus have t() ,>;rlte let tern, 
,:J'~'1'i to th~ dtizP l1s. It might. ht! the phone and teU the Board 
''t'P{f·r;'l.,SfV 1<1 r"rt I h~ civil SPfvtc(> SUJl('rvlgors anf! the Mayor 

5ul'('nknrfl \\ hn hn.\'p ('nnIHd" 
of Infl'''~'t, c<,H,hl \'olf' if wp 

v.. i':I·('" II) i!' wltl,£.\)1 frllllldnfir'll 
l.mfl to ~;\I!1J!"~1 1,,:,1 Wf' ("lllid Is 
tn nbsolul ply mi"ln:'d I h(, puhlic 
~'T1inn 871 DO of ttl(~ Clllifnrnh 

(;Q\ertlll1('nt (~'I'" ~t at ('''I: ., No 
p!lhli~ offici'll. , . ~hi1l! ' , , ["'r 
tklpah' . 1'1 making a dl''';:-:1'1II 
... in whIch Iw , , . h:ls a nTl!ln~ 
cial interet'll. ... It <;hould he mllde 
c).!'.'Rr to th~ p"I·1i1' Ihnt it I~ a 
('til"l! (or officials wil" ('onnie!." 
of h\tN~'~t It) \,01,. on !Ill' If'gi,·:la· 
tion C(lnet'r rlf'4J. 

Rkhl'lrd O. ntm~IRto 
RnpervlBor 

.. ~ "",.': (l:;j'le all'" make I he nits \";e ('xpect less df'puUE's and 
::;wl\f>p, t!1('y ('rl!l~l' only minimal aid!:'s, ('uts of dead wnod, 
":'.1"11"1:11"" reorganization and imprnve- Gun control rebuff 
~:: On" wny In irnprllv" 'WI vic(> 1.5 m('llts In dty ~rv ill'S and no f3rlitor: 
:,,) rl'lip\,p low k\'d s\lperYI~fS mote grandstAlIding on is~u{'s I do not wl'lh In mJl'fepr(,sPnt 
~ 11",,111 :l!l ('YPt:-;i;t)' hurdI'll o( llllr"l,n! -..I to cil,y t1, 0\'1', ·~rlm{,'111. If I' b 1 

' ~ " 'OU eo' rny"'{!, m prf) ~!In. Ilt not n 
"":11"'" 1'. m\( :'lnd hasp ttJ/'m do R!lPT)ortin t1 B"'SI(~ mi,I.' .• I'11. j11'."1 l',.p., ~ t\ ~ , ., , th~> Wild We'll fa<:hinn, 

'vh:" thdr da~'dfk:llinn fe' allot.her way to heln, strai"'l!en 
"N All the h:m{i~~tms shnlllri I'w 

:,qllilf"': w\Ilwly SPJ'ERVI"H::: out lIliRmana<1eJTH'nt of our h'11d . rl ('" J 
1 "fC'R'stNI' , 1,01 al guns arE' pllf 

':tl!ll ,;11"1'111 ('UI ~(lllIe of the fat earnf'd tax dollars, ('Il<l~d frolll deal(,r8 and !'lomf' 
~ I.y v. '" hI';; \'~ IFl tllke It (0 ('8.!'lY Jnhn Mllrslmll ar!' Inherit.!'d) 
;~>" tllp jnh[his dl:lIlJ:(f' irnpron·s ,~~~_~~~,~~&uLfr@cisco If we gjv~ Ill' our guns we will 

thp rf'tul non HlI' dty'::; low h:\'el'r~~-'~·~ 
give up om fH'(;dnm, 

:)1nytdl L1X dnllar, Next we \ Enrh ~('>nrt1lll(ln will h:tve to 
• rt"""H ),,"!; :J! ;11\ th" p:lpt'r!, Supe rebuttal d"fend the Bill of Righls ill s{lfnc 
, ('N'a!l"() l'y !tH' 1ll11ny COIH[lIll"m I Ed'! ~~ : t"~ city 0\\ 11'; Po ~'l(' nped all I l . .or: fa!'hlon Think of the Dill of 
: 'tw<:J~ i"I'''fh ~pnpratf'(j hy the \1 10 your .June 1 ·'ktff'f'S'·. lTar- WAAls in Its pntirpty. 
: ,"''';'Hl of ('fll1\puler oTV'raI orsl rip! Fo~ complail1('d th~t g\1ppr· Raymond R. [llf'tj('n . .}" I vi~)r S,IWT anrl 1 'dN'lmf'd" to Ran Francisco 
,rH'gl ~Hm!\"f". p! (',? \\ lin f<':1l1y f • .... ,. ~. " , 

· "'{,lid", ll',I,'S ;jt,d Iv'n(t', Ihi'Ser' \ of. nil r{'nl ~ onllOl. YOIi prinl! d 
: ''''p{'If,,! I h"':!' at'! nnlv two hpr 1f'1I('r as If this r('(ln't'i('~t~.d a 
, rrot''''nl lIr"W; '1'11(' list. isnlmo:-t, :<'asrtJll:lbl(' ver~i()n of r('altty. It 

('ndlp,;,; I IS no . 

: ~ Till' ~"ad flllth I!I Iha.' ollr city I 8UJ!f'fvi.';or SlIv('r and I do not 
,J»lhf'IS h~n(' 1:1.1(1'11 rt ~hOlt ('ut hy! "<j{'clinp" to vol1?, The faet Is, by 
• ~,t:"k[tlnl'l til(' roule of leastj st.ate law, we (',nn lint vote, II is 
• 'T(",k:I''llf(' The fl:mw Ihitlg ha~1 no! B maUer of Ollr ('hoke, It Is 
: :hllPP"IlP,1 all('\" rrpp, 11 pa['sf'ol nho trHe thaI vllrious otlwr 
, '!I." II 11'''''''( of f:w!. It en~:ltcd al SII[lprvisors, partir'ulariv tJw'>e 

fll'\" h ~ q d 11llf("l1\Cr:l!'Y t.f }\ who are nttoriwys, from time to 
~~llp"r\'iA" tr,,~ h"dgl·t {'nIl'. Whilel time must d"cliw' to vot(' on 
if if. a H"\' !J!1fortlmat,e ~itllatinnl various issliPs bCC3\L'\(' they have 
in whkh lit': city finds ilsPlf, it l

l
' ot.her, but. similar, conflicts of in­

I:~. if Pf(Jfw!ly ha.l\dled. a god-, tNl'sL 
~"'nd C'ppnr lunlt y to revamp our! Any InsinuaUon that Super­
bllren'H'tlltic system to becomel visor Silver and I, or any other 
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Olympics split gays 
Editor: 

In Le<;/('r Olmstead Rose's 
gu('st rO\11Jl1l1 (r'rogH'~c;, .furl!' I), 
in which hp lauTlch("s nn att.a('k 
upon EXflmiller ('olumnl'lt n,)b 
M()r~e. he nl,ppar~ to b(' spf><lking 
011 hehalf 0 allipshians anci gays 
in his sl:lf!'!1 po~ifion as "com­
Ulllnlly f'I f':m!"pf," 

Plell$c rln not be Illiskd, as hI' 
h~rdl~ sP(,llles for the "cnmmllnl~ 
ty" and is rl'Jt org:mizt'd If he 
would karl you to Il{'lieve that 
aU lesbian .. and gays Ilre against 
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Ca · 
Fair Political 
Practices Commission 

July 13, 1988 

Martin Winderl 
1377 Guerrero street 
San Francisco, CA 94110 

Re: 88-267 

Dear Mr. Winderl: 

Your letter requesting advice under the Political Reform 
Act was received on July 12, 1988 by the Fair Political 
Practices commission. If you have any questions about your 
advice request, you may contact Robert Leidigh, an attorney in 
the Legal Division, directly at (916) 322-5901. 

We try to answer all advice requests promptly. Therefore, 
unless your request poses particularly complex legal questions, 
or more information is needed, you should expect a response 
within 21 working days if your request seeks formal written 
advice. If more information is needed, the person assigned to 
prepare a response to your request will contact you shortly to 
advise you as to information needed. If your request is for 
informal assistance, we will answer it as quickly as we can. 
(See Commission Regulation 18329 (2 Cal. Code of Regs. Sec. 
18329).) 

You also should be aware that your letter and our response 
are public records which may be disclosed to the public upon 
receipt of a proper request for disclosure. 

DMG:plh 

Very truly yours, 

G-~ \01. t1--trr 
Diane M. Griffiths 
General Counsel 

428 J Street, Suite 800 • P.O. Box 807 • Sacramento CA 95804~0807 • (9l()) 122~"hh(') 


