
/ California 
Fair Political 
Practices Commission 

December 26, 1989 

Ron Pembleton, Associate Director 
c/o Fund for Public Interest Research 
1129 state st. #10-B 
Santa Barbara, CA 93101 

Dear Mr. Pembleton: 

Re: Your Request for Advice 
Our File No. A-89-626 

You have requested confirmation of telephone advice provided 
to you concerning the campaign provisions of the political Reform 
Act.1 

Your letter dated October 26, 1989, correctly summarizes my 
advice. However, since receiving the letter I have spoken with 
you on the telephone several times to request additional 
information and have provided the following advice based on the 
additional information. 

In our initial conversation, I advised you that Pesticide 
Watch Inc. would be the sponsoring organization for the committee 
primarily formed to support the initiative. However, information 
provided in your letter and in our recent conversations indicates 
that Pesticide Watch is merely an arm of Cal PIRG, and that Cal 
PIRG is the sponsoring organization. since Pesticide Watch Inc. 
is just in the formative stage, it would not be considered the 
sponsoring entity for the measure committee which is also being 
formed. Once Pesticide Watch Inc. is in operation, it may become 
the sponsoring entity in place of Cal PIRG. If that happens, you 
should file an amendment to the Statement of organization (Form 
410) reflecting the change. 

You have asked if it is necessary to file the Statement of 
Organization upon the incorporation of Pesticide Watch. You must 
file the Statement of organization within 10 days of the 
committee's receipt of contributions totaling $1,000 or more. If 
Pesticide Watch Inc. has already received $1,000 or more in 
contributions, it should have filed the Statement of organization 
within 10 days of that date. 

rr- Government Code sections 81000-91015. All statutory 
references are to the Government Code unless otherwise indicated. 
Commission regulations appear at 2 California Code of Regulations 
Section 18000, et seq. All references to regulations are to Title 
2, Division 6 of the California Code of Regulations. 
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If the committee is primarily formed to support the 
qualification of the initiative, the first campaign statement 
(Form 420) would be due 21 days after any signatures are 
submitted, or 21 days after the deadline for filing petitions, 
whichever is earlier. The period covered would be January 1, 1989 
through 7 days prior to the due date of the statement. 

However, if the political committee is primarily formed to 
support passage of the initiative after it has qualified for the 
ballot, campaign statements must be filed according to when the 
measure is being voted upon. During 1989, the committee's filing 
obligations consist of semi-annual statements. During 1990, pre­
election statements as well as semi-annual statements will be 
required. The appropriate filing schedule will be contained in 
the 1990 FPPC "Information Manual on Campaign Disclosure 
Provisions of the Political Reform Act for Ballot Measure 
Committees," which will be available early next year. 

The committee formed by Pesticide Watch Inc. will not also be 
required to file statements as a "major donor committee." 
However, it is possible that Cal PIRG may incur a filing 
requirement as a major donor if it makes contributions totaling 
$10,000 or more in a calendar year to candidates or political 
committees. 

A copy of your letter is enclosed for your convenience. 

If you have additional questions, please contact me at (916) 
322-5662. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

Kathryn E. Donovan 
General Counsel 

'\ 
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By: layne P. Imberi 
Political Reform Consultant 



1 





(JM 



California 
Fair Political 
Practices Commission 

Ron Pembleton 
Associate Director 

November 2, 1989 

c/o Fund for Pub. Interest Research 
1129 state street, #10-B 
Santa Barbara, CA 93101 

Re: Letter No. 89-626 

Dear Mr. Pembleton: 

Your letter requesting advice under the Political Reform Act 
was received on october 27, 1989 by the Fair Political Practices 
Commission. If you have any questions about your advice request, 
you may contact me directly at (916) 322-5662. 

We try to answer all advice requests promptly. Therefore, 
unless your request poses particularly complex legal questions, or 
more information is needed, you should expect a response within 21 
working days if your request seeks formal written advice. If more 
information is needed, the person assigned to prepare a response 
to your request will contact you shortly to advise you as to the 
information needed. If your request is for informal assistance, 
we will answer it as quickly as we can. (See Commission 
Regulation 18329 (2 Cal. Code of Regs. Sec. 18329).) 

You also should be aware that your letter and our response 
are public records which may be disclosed to the public upon 
receipt of a proper request for disclosure. 

JP:plh 

Very truly yours, 

Jeanne Pritchard 
Chief Technical Assistance 

and Analysis Division 
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