
California
Fair Political

Practices Cornmlsslon

March 2a, 1990

Peter M. Douglas
Executive Director
cal,ifornia coastal Comnission
631 Howard street, Fourth Floor
San Francisco, cA 9 41o5

Re: ffi:'"li:"i:: i:;.iil;""
Dear Ur. Douglas:

You had requested advice regarding the responsibi l ities of
the emDlovees of the coastal commission under the Political Reform
Act (tire i'act").1 one of the questions dealt specificarly with
the reporting respons ibil ities of coastal commission Staff
Attornly oorottry bicxey. This letter conf irms -+-he telephone
advice irovided- to Ms. carofyn snall of your office on March 26,
Lgso.2

Ms. Dickey attended a conference sponsored by Minerals
Management serli"e (]fl{S), the agency within the Departnent of the
lnteiior with pri:nary federal responsibility for oi1 and gas
projects on thl outei continental shelf. The Coastal Commission
paia for the travel and lodging costs incurred by Ms. Dickey'
ihaa" ,at no charge for the conference. The conference included
background sessions on conflict resolution and applicatj,on of the
prin6iples to conflicts between various agencies and industry'
ias. oiixey's specific question is whether she incurred any
reporting obligations by attendingr the conference.

1 cor".nr"nt code Sections 81ooo-91015' AII- statutory references
are to the Government Code unless otherwise indicated. Commission
regulations appear at 2 california Code of Regulations Section
180oo, et seo. A11 references to regulations are to Title 2,
Division 6 of the caLifornia code of Regulations.
2 r., dir"rssions with Ms. Srnal1, we had agreed that in view of
Ms. Dickey's deadline for filing her statement of economic
interests I would respond to Ms. Dickey's question irnmediately,
and respond to the other questions in a subsequent letter,
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Among MMs' responsibi lities is the review and approval of
outer continental shelf oit and gas plans. The coastal Comnission
receives consistency certifications for these plans. coastal
commission staff reviews and _analyzes the plans, and prepares
recommendations for the coastal commission's consideration. Staff
also prepares proposed regulations, and various inforrnational
documents dealing with oil and gas activities. The coastal
Conmission also conducts consistency review of proposals to be
carried out or funded by various agencies within the Department of
the Interior.

Section 87302(b) specifies that desi-gnated enployees f j.le
statements of economic interests disclosing reportabl-e
investrnents, business positions, interests in real property and
incone. Incone, as defined j-n the Act, includes gifts. (Section
82030.) Gifts are defined in Section 82028 as follows:

[A]ny payment to the extent that consideration
of equal or greater value is not received ....

Section 82028 excludes from the definition of a gift:

Informational material such as books, reports,
panphlets, calendars, or periodicals. No palment
for travel or reimbursement for any expenses shall
be deemed rtinformational material. rl

Section 82028 (b) (1) .

Thus, gifts do not include informational materials.
Informational materials received by lt{s. Dickey at the conference
sponsored by MI'IS, including the rnaterials, training, and
i-nfornation itself are, therefore, not deemed to be gifts within
the meaning of Section a2oza.3 (See Kolodnev Advice Letter, No'
A-87-LA2; Newman Advice Letter, No. A-84-187; copies enclosed. )

In the circurnstances you have described, the Coastal'
Commj-ssion paid for the travel and lodging costs incurred by
Ms. Dickey. Income includes reimbursement for expenses and per
diem received by a public official. (Section 82030(a).) However,
reimbursement for expenses or per diern from a locaI, state, or
federal governmental agency are specificall-y excluded from the
definition of income. (Section 82030(b) (2) . ) Accordingly,
Ms. Dickey's participation in the conference does not give rise to
any reporting obligations on her statement of economic interests.

I trust this letter responds to Ms. Dickey's concerns. I
witt be responding to the other questions you have raised in the
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near future. tJteanwhile, if you have any further questions
regarding this matter, please contact ne at (916) 322-5901-.

S inqere ly,
Kathryn E. Donovan
General counsel-T l2Cr|,zt,-/ <-P.-r-'€',"t' x- ' /
BY: 

:::;::,:'"Slj,u,r,r=ro.,
KED/JSA/aa

Enclosures

＼


