





March 5, l990

Ms. Karen L. Brainerd

Nossaman, Guthner, Knox & Elliott

9l5 L Street, Suite l000

Sacramento, CA  958l4-370l







RE:  Your Request for Advice








Our File No. A-90-039

Dear Ms. Brainerd:


You have requested advice under the campaign disclosure provisions of the Political Reform Act (the "Act").





    QUESTION


Would a letter from Senator Roberti soliciting contributions on behalf of Respect Our Animal Rights, a non-controlled committee, violate any provisions of the Political Reform Act or create a presumption of control of the committee by Senator Roberti?





   CONCLUSION


The Act does not prohibit an officeholder from soliciting contributions on behalf of a non-controlled committee such as Respect Our Animal Rights.  Soliciting funds on behalf of the committee would not indicate control of the committee if this is the only action taken by the officeholder.  Enclosed are FPPC 

advice letters issued to Paul A. Woodruff, No. I-89-l80 and Palmer Madden, No. A-85-l97 which provide the basis for this conclusion and provide the analysis from which this conclusion was derived.
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FACTS


Senator David Roberti founded and controlled an animal rights political action committee, Respect Our Animal Rights (ROAR).  Effective January l, l989, Senator Roberti resigned from the Respect Our Animal Rights Board.  Nossaman, Guthner, Knox & Elliott believe that a letter from Senator Roberti to ROAR's membership may help generate contributions for the political action committee.


For additional guidance on the issue of what constitutes "control" of a committee, I have enclosed the following advice letters issued by the Commission:



Lyons Advice Letter, No. I-88-45l



Pastrick Advice Letter, No. A-87-063



Ferguson Advice Letter, No. A-86-044



Gross Advice Letter, No. A-84-l43


Please do not hesitate to contact me at 9l6/322-5662 if you have additional questions concerning this matter.






Sincerely,






Kathryn E. Donovan






General Counsel






By:  Mary Ann Kvasager







Political Reform Consultant

Enclosures   
 

