




April 10, 1990

John Feinberg

4515 Fairfield Drive

Corona Del Mar, CA  95626






Re:  Your Request for Informal Assistance







Our File No. I-90-178

Dear Mr. Feinberg:


This letter is in response to your request for advice concerning the inclusion of the county tax collector's name and office in county tax bills under the provisions of the Political Reform Act (the "Act").  


The Commission does not provide advice to a third party about the conduct of a public official unless the third party is the authorized representative of the public official and discloses the name of the official.  (Section 83114; Regulation 18329(c), copy enclosed.)  Therefore, we decline to provide the advice you have requested.


For your information, however, we note that there are at least two provisions of recently amended Regulation 18901 (copy enclosed) which may have a bearing on the general issues suggested in your letter.  First, subsection (b)(5) of Regulation 18901 provides that tax bills and certain related materials may include the name of the officeholder where the inclusion is necessary to the collection of taxes.  Just what unique circumstances would give rise to that necessity is an issue of fact to be determined by reference to the particular circumstances.  Second, subsection (b)(1) of Regulation 18901 provides that stationary and forms used in mass mailings at government expense may include the name of the officeholder where the name appears in the same type size, color, and typeface as the names of any other elected officers named in the letterhead or form.


Because any advice provided by the Fair Political Practices Commission is limited to the provisions of the Act, other legal provisions, such as any local ordinances which may have some bearing on a particular fact situation are beyond the scope of this letter.  You should contact your city attorney and county counsel for advice as to these matters.


Enclosed is a copy of a complaint form.  If your questions relate to a public official's past conduct and you believe that conduct is in violation of the Act, you may file a complaint with the Commission's Enforcement Division.  Please contact the Enforcement Division at (916) 322-6441 if you have any questions about the complaint procedure.






Sincerely,






Kathryn E. Donovan






General Counsel






By:  Joseph Garcia   







Counsel, Legal Division
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