March 19, 1990

Cindy Lavagetto

Deputy Executive Officer

Senate Rules Committee

State Capitol, Room 400

Sacramento, CA  95814

Re:  Your Request For Advice

Our File No. A‑90‑199

Dear Ms. Lavagetto:

This will confirm telephone advice provided to your office on March 7, 1990, in response to your inquiry on behalf of Senator Robbins regarding application of the mass mailing provisions of the Political Reform Act (the "Act"). 

Senator Robbins may provide copies of the Student Edition of the California State Senate Legislative Report in bulk to facilities in his district, so that these facilities may make the publication available for the public to pick up.  These facilities include public and private high schools, public libraries, his district office, community centers and supermarket chains.

Since the materials contain references to the Senator which bring them within the mass mailing provisions of the Act, we have recommended that a cover letter be included with the bulk delivery to make clear that the items are not to be redistributed to persons at their home, places of employment on post office box.  Regulation 18901 provides that a mass mailing is "sent" if it is delivered by any means to a person's home, office or place of employment.  (Regulation 18901(a), copy enclosed.)

The sample cover letter which you provided, a copy of which is enclosed, is appropriate.  However, if it is possible that more than 200 such cover letters will be delivered in a calendar month, we would advise that Senator Robbins' name be deleted from the last paragraph.

If you have any questions regarding this advice, you may contact me at (916) 322‑5901.

Sincerely,

Kathryn E. Donovan

General Counsel

By:  Margaret W. Ellison

Counsel, Legal Division
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