




May 21, 1990

Honorable William Burleigh

Judge, Municipal Court

30 Via Encanto

Monterey, CA  93940






Re: Your Request for Informal Assistance






Our File No. I-90-316

Dear Judge Burleigh:


As a candidate for superior court judge in Monterey County, you have requested advice under the mass mailing provisions of the Political Reform Act (the "Act"). 


The Commission's Legal Division provides written advice to persons with questions about their duties under the Act.  The Act contains several mass mailing provisions. 


With your letter you have enclosed copies of two mailings from your campaign for judgeship, and have (a) asked whether "anything was irregular" with the mailings, and (b) requested copies of mass mailings sent by your opponent.  We do not provide advice concerning the propriety of a mass mailing other than in the context of whether public funds are used (Section 89001; Regulation 18901, copy enclosed), and whether proper sender identification has been provided (Section 84305).  Because it is understood that your mailings are paid for with campaign funds, and because no envelopes were included in you enclosures, we are unable to respond to your first query.  


Furthermore, because the Commission is not a repository for mass mailings, we are unable to respond to your request for copies of political mailings sent by others.  Although Section 84305 did at one time require that a copy of a mass mailing be sent to the Commission, this requirement was deleted by amendment in 1978.  (Stats. 1978, Ch. 1408.)  


As your letter, therefore, does not present a question under the Act, we are unable to provide advice on the question you have raised or respond to the request you have made.  (Regulation 18329.)  


I am sorry that we cannot be of more assistance to you.   If you have any further questions regarding this matter, please contact me at (916) 322-5901.






Sincerely,






Scott Hallabrin






Acting General Counsel






By:
Jonathan S. Rothman







Counsel, Legal Division
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