




June 22, 1990


Eleanor M. Egan

City Attorney, Culver City

Office of City Attorney

4095 Overland Avenue

Culver City, CA 90232-0507 






Re:
Your Request for Informal Assistance


Our File No. I-90-341

Dear Ms. Egan:


This is in response to your letter requesting confirmation of telephone advice provided to you concerning the conflict-of-interest provisions of the Political Reform Act (the "Act").    As we discussed in our telephone conversation, we are providing informal advice with respect to your questions.  


This letter confirms that your letter dated May 9, 1989 accurately summarizes the telephone advice I provided to you on May 7, 1990.  In our telephone conversation you asked whether a councilmember may participate in a decision to allow illegal dwellings in the city to remain provided the dwellings are brought in compliance with the city's building and habitability standards.  You asked whether the councilmember's interest in an electrical contracting business which might get additional business as a result of the decision was a disqualifying financial interest under the Act.


As we discussed in our telephone conversation, it does not appear that the decision regarding illegal dwellings will have a reasonably foreseeable financial effect on the councilmember or his business interest.  You stated that there were numerous other electrical contractors in and around the city that could also perform the work necessary to bring the illegal dwellings up to code.  Thus, absent some agreement or prior course of business with persons directly subject to the decision on illegal dwellings, any effect on the councilmember or his business are speculative at this time.  Consequently, we would conclude under these facts that participation is permitted.  


If you have any further questions regarding this matter, please feel free to contact me at (916) 322-5901.






Sincerely,






Scott Hallabrin

Acting General Counsel

By:
John W. Wallace


Counsel, Legal Division
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