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FACTS


A recipient committee (PAC) will be making independent expenditures (a combination of brochures, mass mailings and newspaper advertisements) during an election period.  All of the communication pieces will list the same 17 state ballot measures, 19 state legislative candidates, 3 judicial candidates and 5 LA County supervisor candidates supported by the PAC.  The PAC anticipates spending approximately $20,000 - $25,000 for the various independent expenditures. 

QUESTION


Does the PAC have any special filing requirements in connection with the independent expenditures?

CONCLUSION


Yes, the PAC must file the notices required by Section 85604 and, depending upon the total cost of the independent expenditures, Supplemental Independent Expenditure Reports (Form 465).


For purposes of the Section 85604 notice requirement, the entire cost of a communication applies toward the $10,000 threshold, even if other non-legislative candidates and measures are included on that communication.  Each time a series of payments for independent expenditures aggregate $10,000 or more a Section 85604 notice is required.  However, by way of example, if a single payment of $20,000 is made, only one notice is required. (The elections division of SOS can supply a list of all qualified state legislative candidates by district number.)   


In addition, Supplemental Independent Expenditure Reports (Form 465) are required to be filed if the pro-rata cost of the independent expenditures to each candidate and ballot measure totals $500 or more.  Based on the facts presented, if the PAC spends a total of $20,000, the Form 465 will not be required.  However, if the PAC spends $25,000, filing of the Form 465 will be required because the cost of the various independent expenditures allocated among all of the candidates and committees will exceed $500.

