




July 20, 1990

Theodore C. Cooke

Senior Vice President

Luz Development and Finance Corporation

924 Westwood Blvd., Suite 1000

Los Angeles, CA  90024






Re:
Your Request for Advice 

Our File No. I-90-466

Dear Mr. Cooke:


We have received your letter dated June 1, 1990 seeking advice regarding the responsibilities of Luz Development and Finance Corporation ("Luz Corporation") under the application of the conflict-of-interest and gift provisions of the Political Reform Act ("the Act".)  You asked whether when Luz Corporation provided a solar collector model to members of the California Public Utilities Commission, the model was a gift or an "informational material" for purposes of the Act.


We are unable to respond to your query.  Under Regulation 18329, copy enclosed, the Fair Political Practices Commission is authorized to provide advice to any person whose duties under the Act are in question.  (Regulation 18329(b)(1), 18329(c)(1).)  We cannot provide advice about another person's duties.   (Regulation 18329(b)(8)(B), 18329(c)(4)(C).) 


On the basis of the facts presented, it appears that members of the Public Utilities Commission, and not Luz Corporation, are the appropriate parties to seek advice on the question of whether the model is a "gift" or an "instructional material" under the Act.  On this question there does not appear to be any duty or responsibility that pertains to Luz Corporation about which we can provide advice.


We have received a request for advice from the general counsel of the Public Utilities Commission on precisely this issue.  The information provided in your letter will be help in assisting with the resolution of that advice request.  We will make certain to have a copy of whatever response is sent to the Public Utilities Commission sent to you as well.


I am sorry that we cannot provide you with the assistance that you requested, but I expect that a resolution of this matter will ultimately be obtained.  If you have any further questions, please contact me at (916) 322-5901.






Sincerely,






Scott Hallabrin






Acting General Counsel






By:
Jonathan S. Rothman







Counsel, Legal Division
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