November 2, 1990

Daniel K. Wong

City of Cerritos

P.O. Box 3130

Cerritos, CA  90703






Re: Your Request for Informal Assistance







Our File No. I-90-539

Dear Dr. Wong:


You have requested advice concerning the mass mailing provisions of the Political Reform Act (the "Act").  This letter is based on your letter dated August 15, 1990, and the article sent to us on August 22, 1990, a copy of which is attached.  You stated that the deadline for submitting the newsletter to the printer was August 18.  The Commission does not give advice regarding past conduct (Regulation 18329(b)(8)(A), copy enclosed) and accordingly we will provide informal advice about the mass mailing provisions for you to use prospectively.


Section 89001 provides that no newsletter or other mass mailing shall be sent at public expense.  Pursuant to Regulation 18901 (copy enclosed), a mailing is prohibited by Section 89001 if all of the following criteria are met:


(1) any item sent is delivered, by any means, to the recipient at his or her residence, place of employment or business, or post office box....


(2) The item sent either:



(A) Features an elected officer affiliated with the agency which produces or send the mailing, or



(B) Includes the name, office, photograph, or other reference to an elected officer affiliated with the agency which produces or sends the mailing, and is prepared or sent in cooperation, consultation, coordination, or concert with the elected officer.


(3) Any of the costs of distribution is paid for with public moneys....


(4) More than two hundred substantially similar items are sent, in a single calendar month....


Section 18901(b) contains eleven exceptions to the prohibition on mass mailings described in 18901(a).  The exceptions are limited exceptions which are narrowly construed.  (Connelly Advice Letter, I-89-110, Lancaster Advice Letter, 

No. I-89-026, copies enclosed.)  If you have any further questions regarding this matter, please feel free to contact me at (916) 322-5901.






Sincerely,






Scott Hallabrin






Acting General Counsel






By:  Peggy Bernardy







Counsel, Legal Division
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Enclosures
