





March 29, 1991

Mr. Paul T. Willems

3 Laguna Woods Drive

Laguna Niguel, CA  92677







RE:  Your Request for Advice








Our File No. A-91-128

Dear Mr. Willems:


You have requested advice concerning the campaign provisions of the Political Reform Act (the "Act").

QUESTION


On February l, 1991, you notified the Secretary of State's office of your resignation as treasurer of the Laguna Niguel Citizens Committee for Ridgeline Protection and Preservation (the "committee").  Are you required to sign, and are you responsible for, the semi-annual campaign statement due January 31, 1991?

CONCLUSION


The person who is listed as committee treasurer on the Statement of Organization, Form 410, is required to sign the committee's campaign disclosure statements.  You were the committee's treasurer until your resignation, which was not made official until February 1, 1991.
Consequently, the committee's campaign statement due January 31, 1991, covering the period through December 31, 1990, should be signed and verified by you.  However, due to your unwillingness to sign the semi-annual statement, I informed you that there is nothing in the Political Reform Act that prohibits the current treasurer from signing the campaign statement.  This does not relieve you of your legal responsibility for ensuring the accurate reporting of information on the committee's campaign statements during the time you were officially the treasurer of this committee.

Mr. Paul T. Willems
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FACTS


You were the treasurer of the Laguna Niguel Citizens Committee for Ridgeline Protection and Preservation.  Due to a dispute between you and the committee, you resigned as the committee's treasurer.  During our telephone conversation, you stated that you verbally informed the committee members of your resignation as treasurer effective January 5, 1991.  You informed the Secretary of State of the resignation by letter dated February 1, 1991.  You maintained the records of this committee through December 31, 1990.  The committee has not filed the semi-annual campaign disclosure statement due January 31, 1991.

ANALYSIS


Section 81004(a) states that all reports and statements filed under the Political Reform Act be signed under penalty of perjury and verified by the filer.  The verification must state that the filer has used all reasonable diligence in its preparation, and that to the best of his knowledge it is true and complete.


A recipient committee's campaign statement must be signed and  verified by the committee's treasurer.  (Section 81004(b).)


If you have additional questions, please contact me at (916) 322-5662.






Sincerely,






Scott Hallabrin






Acting General Counsel






By:  Mary Ann Kvasager







Political Reform Consultant

cc:  Juanita L. Zarilla, CMC

     Laguna Niguel City Clerk

