




March 21, 1991

Tony Sedano

General Manager

South San Bernardino Water District

882 S. Tippecanoe Avenue

San Bernardino, CA  92408






Re:  Your Request for Confirmation







of Telephone Advice







Our File No. I-91-155

Dear Mr. Sedano:


This letter is in response to your request for confirmation of the telephone advice provided to you on March 5, 1991, regarding the duties and responsibilities of an employee of the City of San Bernardino who is also a member of the Board of Directors of the South San Bernardino Water District (the district).  In your capacity as general manager for the district you requested our advice to determine whether under the conflict-of-interest provisions of the Political Reform Act (the "Act"). the board member was disqualified from participating in decisions regarding the merger of the district with the City of San Bernardino.


You have not provided us with the name of the board member on whose behalf you are seeking our advice.  Accordingly, we treat your letter as a request for informal assistance pursuant to the provisions of Regulation 18329 (copy enclosed).


Your letter accurately reflects the advice provided to you.  Under the provisions of the Act, an employee of the City of San Bernardino who is also a member of the board of directors of the South San Bernardino Water District may vote on the proposed merger of the South San Bernardino Water District with the City of San Bernardino.  This is so because for purposes of the Act, salary from a public entity is not a disqualifying source of income to a public official.  (Section 82030(b).)


Please note that our advice is limited to the provisions of the Act.  There are other provisions of law which may affect the resolution of the questions posed in your request for advice.  We suggest that you consult with the Office of the Attorney General regarding other provisions of law such as the doctrine of incompatible public office which may be applicable to your facts.


We trust this letter adequately responds to your inquiry.  Should you have any further questions regarding this matter, do not hesitate to call me at (916) 322-5901.






Sincerely,






Scott Hallabrin






Acting General Counsel






By:  Blanca M. Breeze







Counsel, Legal Division
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