




April 29, 1991

James R. Sutton

NIELSEN, MERKSAMER, HODGSON,

  PARRINELLO & MUELLER

650 California Street, Suite 2650

San Francisco, CA  94108






Re:  Your Request for Informal Assistance







Our File No. I-91-163


This letter is in response to your request for confirmation of the telephone advice provided to you on March 8, 1991 under the provisions of the Political Reform Act (the "Act").  Your request is general in nature and does not refer to a particular governmental decision but rather seeks general guidance regarding certain provisions of law.  Accordingly, we treat your letter as a request for informal assistance under the provisions of Regulation 18329 (copy enclosed).


Your letter correctly summarizes the advice provided to you regarding reporting of gifts from multiple donors who are lobbyist employers.  When a public official receives a gift from more than one person, the official reports the total value of the benefit received by the official from the two sources.  If neither source has contributed $50, this should be so noted in the official's statement of economic interests.  The names of donors who individually have given less than $50 in a twelve-month period need not be separately disclosed.  It is sufficient to describe in general terms those who gave the gift.  (Regulation 18726.6, copy enclosed.)   


Lobbyist employers report all gifts to public officials.  On the lobbyist employer reporting form, the donor should report the amount of benefit provided to the recipient official and the total cost of the event.  The forms which you have attached to your request for confirmation of telephone advice correctly disclose the hypothetical gift which you have submitted for our consideration.  The forms correctly disclose the transactions for both the recipient of the gift and the multiple donors which are lobbyist employers.


We trust this letter adequately responds to your inquiry.  Should you have any further questions regarding this matter, do not hesitate to call me at (916) 322-5901.






Sincerely,






Scott Hallabrin






Acting General Counsel






By:  Blanca M. Breeze







Counsel, Legal Division  

SH/BMB/aa

Enclosures
