





May 8, 1991

Earl J. Cantos, Jr.

Deputy to Board of Equalization

  Member Ernest J. Dronenburg, Jr.

1020 N Street

Sacramento, CA  95814-5691







Re:  Your Request for Confirmation 








of Telephone Advice








Our File No. A-91-228

Dear Mr. Cantos:


You have requested confirmation of telephone advice provided to you on behalf of Board of Equalization Member Ernest J. Dronenburg, Jr., concerning the conflict of interest disclosure provisions of the Political Reform Act (the "Act").  


Your letter correctly summarizes the advice that Mr. Dronenburg is not required to disclose as a gift or income an honorarium from the accountancy firm of Deloitte Touche which was declined by Mr. Dronenburg and was later donated at his suggestion directly to the Clair Burgener Foundation for the Developmentally Disabled.  


However, at its May 7, 1991, meeting the Commission discussed and put over for further discussion whether Government Code Section 89502(e) precludes officials from avoiding the newly enacted honoraria restrictions by requesting or suggesting that honoraria payments be donated to charities.  (See pages 4 and 5 of the enclosed staff memorandum which accompanies proposed Regulation 18954.)  Therefore, Mr. Dronenburg should contact the Commission again before suggesting that any future honoraria payments be donated to a charitable organization.


If you have additional questions or need further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me at (916) 322-5662.







Sincerely,







Scott Hallabrin







Acting General Counsel







By:
Carla Wardlow








Assistant Division Chief








Technical Assistance &








  Analysis Division

Enclosure

