




May 2, 1991

Kevin J. LaGraff, Staff Director

California Legislature, Joint Committee 

  on the Quincentennial

State Capitol, Room 410

Sacramento, CA 95814






Re:
Your Request for Informal Assistance

Our File No. I-91-249

Dear Mr. LaGraff:


We have received your letter of April 24, 1991, in which you have provided an explanation of the joint committee's distribution of materials regarding the Quincentennial, with reference to any provisions of the Political Reform Act ("the Act").


We understand there to be two components to your advice request, for one of which we cannot provide you with assistance.  The Commission does not provide advice concerning past conduct.  (Regulation 18329(b)(8)(A), 18329(c)(4)(A), copy enclosed.)  Because your letter indicates that the copies of the charts received from the Sears Company have been distributed to each member of the Senate and Assembly, we are unable to provide you with advice with respect to this aspect of your inquiry.


The second aspect of your inquiry appears to implicate the provisions of the Act concerning gifts and the disclosure of gifts received.  You have indicated that you are awaiting a response from the Sears Company with respect to the value of the of the materials received.  Our response to your inquiry therefore will follow our receipt of such information.  


Also, your letter indicates that you received 500 copies of the materials from the Sears Company in December, 1990.  However, Linda Moureax of the Commission's Technical Assistance and Analysis Division informs me that in your telephone conversation with her you had indicated that you received the materials in March, 1991.  Your assistance in clearing up this discrepancy will also be necessary in order for us to provide you with an appropriate response to your inquiry.


If you have any further questions regarding this matter, please contact me at (916) 322-5901.






Sincerely,






Scott Hallabrin






Acting General Counsel






By:
Jonathan S. Rothman

Counsel, Legal Division

SH:JSR:ken

Enclosures

