July 31, 1991

John R. Valencia

Wilke, Fleury, Hoffelt, 

Gould & Birney

300 Capitol Mall, Suite 1300

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re:  Your Request for Advice

Our File No. A‑91‑332

Dear Mr. Valencia:

You have requested advice under the lobbying disclosure provisions of the Political Reform Act on behalf of your client,

Ms. Patricia Trifunov, a registered lobbyist who is also the Regional Government Affairs Manager for Glaxo Inc.

QUESTION

Did Ms. Trifunov provide or arrange for a gift to a legislative official? 

CONCLUSION

Ms. Trifunov did not make or arrange for a gift to Ms. Mitchell and has no obligation to report the food and beverage consumed by Ms. Mitchell.  

FACTS

Patricia Trifunov is a registered in‑house lobbyist for Glaxo Inc.  She has organized a program called "Eating for Etiquette" in which restaurants provide, at no cost, a formal multi‑course meal for minority youth and adult mentors.  The mentors discuss behavior, etiquette and their careers with the youth.

Recently, Ms. Trifunov arranged for an "Eating for Etiquette" meal at the Firehouse Restaurant.  One of the mentors at this session was Holly Mitchell, a consultant with the Senate Committee on Health and Human Services.  Ms. Mitchell assisted in supervising the youth and provided instruction to them in the area of restaurant behavior and etiquette.  She also discussed her own career and provided career guidance to the youth.  The Firehouse Restaurant provided dinners worth $19.95 to each diner.  Ms. Trifunov provided restaurant service personnel with a gratuity of $20.00, which added $2.50 to the value of each meal and brought the total value of the meal to $22.45.

ANALYSIS

Regulation 18728(a) states:

...free admission, food, beverages and similar nominal benefits provided to a filer at an event at which he or she speaks, participates in a panel or seminar or performs a similar service and reimbursement or advance for actual intrastate travel and for necessary accommodations provided directly in connection with the event are not payments and need not be reported by the filer. 

 Emphasis added.

It appears that the service performed by Ms. Mitchell at the "Eating for Etiquette" program would fall under the category of "performs a similar service."  Therefore, the food and beverage she was provided would not be reportable as either a gift or honorarium.

If you have additional questions, please contact me at (916) 322‑5662.

Sincerely,

Scott Hallabrin

Acting General Counsel

By:  Wayne P. Imberi

Political Reform Consultant

