





September 17, 1991

Ernest R. Hawkins

Registrar of Voters

County of Sacramento

Voter Registration & Elections

3700 Branch Center Road

Sacramento, CA  95827






RE:  Your Request for Advice







Our File No. A-91-389

Dear Mr. Hawkins:


You have requested advice concerning the campaign provisions of the Political Reform Act (the "Act").

QUESTION


Is an optical disk storage system an acceptable means of retention for campaign disclosure statements filed with the Registrar's office?






   CONCLUSION


After an original document has been on file for at least two years, a filing officer may utilize any space saving device that is capable of retaining documents indefinitely. 

FACTS


Sacramento County Voter Registration and Elections has installed an Electronic Imaging System for the storage and retrieval of campaign disclosure documents.  Campaign disclosure statements are currently being scanned for retention purposes.

ANALYSIS


The Act provides that once a document has been on file for two years, the document may be placed on microfilm or some other space-saving device and the original paper document may be destroyed.  Specifically, Section 81009(g) states:
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After an original report or statement or a copy



has been on file for at least two years, the



officer with whom it is filed may comply with



this section by retaining a copy on microfilm



or other space-saving materials available for



public inspection...

The Act does not provide the filing officer with guidance as to the means of retaining documents, e.g., film versus optical disk.  The filing officer must ensure that the transmittal from paper document to another means of retention will result in the public's access to the campaign statements over an indefinite period of time.


Please contact me at 9l6/322-5662 if I may be of further assistance.







Sincerely,







Scott Hallabrin







Acting General Counsel







By:  Mary Ann Kvasager








Political Reform Consultant  


