





April 20, 1992

Mary Andrews

Mary Andrews for Assembly 1992

P.O. Box 6013

Chico, CA  95927-6013







Re:
Your Request for Advice








Our File No. A-92-192

Dear Ms. Andrews:


This is in response to your request for confirmation of telephone advice regarding the campaign disclosure provisions of the Political Reform Act (the "Act").


As I advised you, the Political Reform Act does not prohibit you from sending a letter that may have the appearance of a chain letter in that it will ask the recipient to make copies of the letter and send it to their friends.  In addition, the letter may ask for contributions and/or help with your campaign and may be sent by FAX.  As we discussed, if you send more than 200 pieces of substantially similar mail within a calendar month, you or your committee must be identified by name, address, and city on the outside of the mailing, in not less than six-point type size, and printed in a color or typeface that contrasts with the background.


In addition, if the letter is a solicitation for contributions, it must identify the name of the particular controlled committee and specific office for which contributions are being solicited.


The committee must establish a method for tracking total non-monetary (in-kind) contributions from each individual who sends copies of the letter.  One method of tracking would be to have a tear-off portion at the bottom of each letter which would be returned to you by the contributor.  The tear-off portion of the letter would have a space for the contributor to note the amount of the contribution and number of copied letters sent by them.


Please note that if the letters are sent via FAX, rather than by mail, the mass mailing identification requirements do not apply.  The requirement to identify the committee and office for which contributions are being solicited applies in either case.  Also, I would like to clarify that although the Act does not prohibit this type of letter, you may want to contact the U.S. Postmaster to determine if this type of "chain letter" is permissible.


If you have further questions regarding this matter, please feel free to contact me at (916) 322-5662.







Sincerely,







Scott Hallabrin







Acting General Counsel







By:
Sandra L. Taylor








Political Reform Consultant
