




April 17, 1992

Mark P. Wald

Office of the City Attorney

City of Oakland

One City Hall Plaza

Oakland, CA  94612

                         Re:  Your Request for Informal Assistance

                              Our File No. I-92-201

Dear Mr. Wald:


This is in response to your request for informal advice relating to the conflict of interest provisions of the Political Reform Act (the "Act").


You are requesting advice regarding a possible conflict of interest involving Mr. Ronald Mayes, however, it is not clear that this advice is being requested on his behalf.  Furthermore, the only prospective activity indicated by your letter relates to pending decisions as to selection of a base isolation system for the City Hall Earthquake Repair Project.  You have not provided any information to the effect that Mr. Mayes will be participating as a public official in any of these upcoming decisions.


As I indicated to your in our telephone conversation of March 20, 1992, the questions posed by your letter involve issues of past conduct.  We do not provide specific advice regarding past conduct, unless the advice or assistance sought is related to possible amendment of reports previously filed by the person requesting the advice.  (Regulation 18329(c)(4)(A).)  That does not appear to be the case here.


For your reference, I am enclosing the following materials which I trust will be of some assistance to you should future conflict of interest issues arise:  


1.  Conflicts of Interest under the Political Reform Act:  General Rules.


2.  Conflicts of Interest under the Political Reform Act:  Public Officials:  Consultants.


3.  Conflicts of Interest under the Political Reform Act:  Making, Participating in Making, or Attempting to Influence a Governmental Decision.


If you have any questions, please contact the Commission at (916) 322-5901.\

                         Sincerely,

                         Scott Hallabrin,

                         Acting General Counsel

                         By:  Margaret W. Ellison

                              Counsel, Legal Division
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