





June 11, 1992

Diane M. Fishburn

Olson, Connelly, Hagel,

  Fong & Leidigh

300 Capitol Mall, Ste. 350

Sacramento, CA  95814







Re:  Your Request for Advice








Our File No. A-92-297

Dear Ms. Fishburn:


You have requested advice on behalf of the Committee to Educate Against Vouchers (the "Committee") concerning the campaign disclosure provisions of the Political Reform Act (the "Act").  

QUESTION


May the Committee combine its post-qualification campaign report, due on June 18, 1992, with its semi-annual campaign statement due on July 31, 1992?  

CONCLUSION


Because consolidation would result in the Committee filing its post-qualification statement after the deadline established in the Act, it is not possible to combine these two statements.

FACTS


The Committee is primarily formed to oppose the qualification of a school voucher initiative.  The deadline for filing petitions for this initiative was May 28, 1992.  Therefore, the Committee will be required to file the following reports:

  \
21-day Post Qualification Statement covering April 1, 1992 through June 11, 1992, due no later than June 18, 1992

  \
Semi-Annual Statement covering June 12, 1992 through June 30, 1992, due July 31, 1992

ANALYSIS


The Act requires committees primarily formed to support or oppose the qualification of state or local ballot measures to file periodic campaign reports disclosing contributions received and expenditures made.  (Section 84200, et seq.)  


During the period in which petitions are being circulated to qualify a state initiative, committees primarily formed to support or oppose qualification of the initiative must file campaign statements for each calendar quarter.  The statements are due on the last day of the month following the end of the quarter.  (Sections 84200, 84202.3.)  In addition, these committees must file a post-qualification campaign statement no later than 21 days after the deadline for filing petitions.  (Section 84200.5(f).)


Section 84205 provides:


The commission may by regulation or written advice permit candidates and committees to file campaign statements combining statements and reports required to be filed by this title.


The Commission has in the past allowed certain committees to combine their campaign filings.  Generally, this occurs when pre-election and semi-annual filing periods overlap, or when a committee would be required to file a campaign statement covering a very short period of time.  However, consolidation is not possible when it will interfere with timely public access to disclosure information (e.g., it will result in a significant extension of the deadline for filing a particular statement).


In the case of the Committee to Educate Against Vouchers, combining the post-qualification campaign statement, due on June 18, 1992, with the semi-annual campaign statement, due on July 31, 1992, would result in a six-week extension of the post-qualification filing deadline.  Therefore, it is not possible to combine these filings.


If you have any questions concerning this letter, please contact me at (916) 322-5662.







Sincerely,







Scott Hallabrin







Acting General Counsel







By:
Carla Wardlow








Chief, Technical Assistance








  and Analysis Division

