




June 30, 1992

Mr. Robert E. Leidigh

Olson, Connelly, Hagel, 

Fong & Leidigh

300 Capitol Mall, Suite 350

Sacramento, CA  95814






Re:
Your Request for Confirmation of 








Telephone Assistance







Our File No. I-92-332

Dear Mr. Leidigh:


You have requested confirmation of telephone advice provided to you regarding the campaign disclosure provisions of the Political Reform Act ("Act).  This advice is sought on behalf of Lance H. Olson, a treasurer for numerous committees.  Because your letter addresses a general campaign reporting issue, we consider it to be a request for informal assistance pursuant to Regulation 18329(c).

QUESTION


If a candidate or committee chooses to use a guaranteed overnight mail delivery service to file a late contribution report or late independent expenditure report, when are the reports required to be mailed and is the delivery service limited to the United States Post Office?

CONCLUSION


Within 24 hours of making or receiving a late contribution or making a late independent expenditure, a candidate or committee must deposit the appropriate late report with any commercial guaranteed overnight delivery service.

ANALYSIS


Section 84203(b) states:

  ...(b)  A late contribution shall be reported by mailgram, telegram, guaranteed overnight mail through the United States Postal Service, or personal delivery within 24 hours of the time it is made in the case of the candidate or committee that makes the contribution and within 24 hours of the time it is received in the case of the recipient...


Section 84204(a) states:


(a)  A candidate or committee that makes a late independent expenditure, as defined in Section 82036.5, shall report the late independent expenditure by mailgram, telegram, guaranteed overnight mail through the United States Postal Service or personal delivery within 24 hours of the time it is made...


A candidate or committee that chooses to use a guaranteed overnight mail delivery system for reporting late contributions or late independent expenditures must, within 24 hours of making or receiving a late contribution or making a late independent expenditure, deposit the appropriate report with a delivery service.  The statute does not require that such reports arrive at the filing officer's location within 24 hours of making or receiving a late contribution or making a late independent expenditure.


Because the Commission has determined that the U.S. Postal Service does not provide guaranteed overnight delivery service to some cities, thus depriving voters of timely public information, any guaranteed overnight delivery service may be used.  (Bagatelos Advice Letter, No. A-86-305.\)  


Please do not hesitate to contact me at (916) 322-5662 if you have additional questions.






Sincerely,






Scott Hallabrin






Acting General Counsel






By:  Lynda Cassady







Political Reform Consultant







