




July 3, 1992

R. Zaiden Corrado

City Attorney for 

  City of Adelanto

Suite 345-A

13200 Crossroads Parkway North

City of Industry, CA  91746-3409






Re:  Your Request for Informal Assistance







Our File No. I-92-352

Dear Mr. Corrado:


I am writing to confirm our telephone conversation of July 1, 1992, wherein we discussed your request for advice, Letter 

No. I-92-352.  As the City Attorney for the City of Adelanto, you requested advice regarding the conflict-of-interest provisions of the Political Reform Act (the "Act")  on behalf of Mayor Pro Tem

Ernest Scott.  Since you did not request advice regarding a specific governmental decision, we are providing informal assistance. 


In Mr. Scott's May 31, 1992 memorandum, which you submitted for our consideration, he stated that he is the owner and licensed broker of Desert Glen Realty.  Mr. Scott described some real estate transactions, which were handled by one of his agents, with Mr. Hank Ou.  Although Mr. Scott was not personally involved in these real estate transactions with Mr. Ou, Mr. Ou is considered a source of income to Mr. Scott.  (See Regulation 18704.3, enclosed.)  Therefore, Mr. Scott may not participate in any governmental decisions which would have a material financial effect on Mr. Ou within 12 months of receiving any income from Mr. Ou.


I informed you that I reviewed Mr. Scott's memorandum and there is not a conflict of interest at the present time because there is not a pending governmental decision.  Please refer to Section 87100 which prohibits a public official from making, participating in making or using his official position to influence a governmental decision in which he has a financial interest.  Section 87103 outlines financial interests; Regulation 18700 (copy enclosed) defines "making a governmental decision."


I have enclosed a pamphlet which outlines conflicts of interest for public officials.  You may copy this and send it to your councilmembers.


I trust this answers your question.\






Sincerely,






Scott Hallabrin






Acting General Counsel






By:  Jill Stecher







Counsel, Legal Division

SH:JS:aa

Enclosures

