





September 23, 1992

Dianna M. Higdon

City Clerk, City of Norco

P.O. Box 428

Norco, CA 91760







RE:
Your Request for Advice








Our File No. I-92-480

Dear Ms. Higdon:


You have asked for advice concerning the filing obligations of Lou Oliva, city council candidate, and your duties as a filing officer under the Political Reform Act (the "Act").  Since your advice seeks general guidance and it appears that you are not seeking advice at the request of council candidate Lou Oliva, we are treating your letter as a request for informal assistance.


With regard to articles appearing in the Norco News, nothing in the Act prohibits a candidate from engaging in this activity.  Enclosed are the following Commission advice letters which address the reporting of such activities:




Diane M. Fishburn (I-91-397)




Jim Warren (A-86-120)


With regard to Ms. Oliva's reporting obligations, it is your duty as a filing officer to notify a candidate of his or her campaign filing obligations once it becomes apparent that person has an obligation to file campaign statements and has failed to do so.  As explained in the enclosed letter to Arlyn C. Jorgenson (No. A-92-406), it becomes apparent once an individual files a statement, such as a statement of organization or declaration of candidacy in the filing officer's jurisdiction.   As a filing  Dianna M. Higdon
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officer, you have no obligation to notify an individual on the basis of newspaper articles, advertisements, or mailings which indicate that a person is receiving contributions or making expenditures for political purposes.


However, whenever it appears that a person may have a filing obligation, we encourage filing officers to contact that person to notify him or her of the filing requirements under the Political Reform Act.


If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact me at (916) 322-5662.







Sincerely,







Alice Hughes







Political Reform Consultant







Technical Assistance and







   Analysis Division
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