




March 17, 1993

Robert J. Logan

City Attorney

City of Grover City

152 North Third Street, Suite 201

San Jose, CA  95112






Re:
Your Request for Advice


Our File No. A-93-100

Dear Mr. Logan:


This is in response to your letter requesting advice on behalf of members of the city council, planning commission and city staff of Grover City regarding their responsibilities under the conflict-of-interest provisions of the Political Reform Act (the "Act").   

QUESTION


May city officials who own property in and around the Grover Beach Redevelopment Area participate in decisions regarding formulation of the redevelopment plan?

CONCLUSION


Neither Ms. Risoldi nor Mr. Johnson have an economic interest involved in the decisions and therefore they may participate in the decisions.  


Councilmembers Forister and Gates, and Planning Commissioners Reed, Coe, Geiss, Hall and Zionek may participate pursuant to Regulation 18703.1, so long as their repective residences are no more than one-quarter acre in size or not larger than 125 percent of the median residential lot size for the jurisdiction. 


Ms. Culbreth, Mr. Picquet, Mr. Sullivan, Councilmember Munroe and Commissioner Roberts may participate in the decision so long as the effect of the decision on their interests will be indistinguishable from the effect of the decisions on a significant segment of Grover City.


If the decisions will have a material financial effect on the interests of Councilmember Arnoldsen and Councilmember Keith, they may not participate in the decisions.

FACTS


Grover City is a small city of 11,901 persons and covering less than ten square miles.  The city is in the earliest stages of formulating a redevelopment plan for the Grover Beach Redevelopment Area (the "project area").  


The project area encompasses 44 percent of the acreage of the city.  You also stated that 41 percent of the residential property of the city is within the project area, and 95 percent of the city's residential property is within 2,500 feet of the project area boundaries.  


Due to the significant size of the project area, most of the elected and appointed officials, and some of the city staff members have interests that will be affected by the redevelopment project.  You have specifically described the following:

Elected and Appointed Officials
Property Interest


Councilmember Ron Arnoldsen
Residence is in the project area 


and the councilmember also owns a  dental office in project area.

Councilmember Lowell Forister
Residence is within 2,500 feet.

Councilmember Gene Gates
Residence is within 2,500 feet.

Councilmember Peter Keith      
Residence is within 2,500 feet and


owns a variety of property interests within the project area, including 16 residential rental units and one vacant lot.  He is also purchasing three more rental units in the project area.


Councilmember Fred Munroe   
Residence is within 300 feet.  The


residence is a unit in a cooperatively owned building.

Commissioner Robert Reed 
Residence is within 2,500 feet.

Commissioner William Coe 
Residence is within 2,500 feet.

Commissioner John Geiss     
Residence is within 2,500 feet.

Elected and Appointed Officials
Property Interest

Commissioner Guyla Hall
Residence is within 2,500 feet.

Commissioner John Zionek   
Residence is within 2,500 feet.

Commissioner Richard Roberts
Residence is within 300 feet.

Agency Staff

Penny Culbreth
Residence is within 2,500 feet.

Tom Sullivan
Residence is within 2,500 feet.

Brian Johnson
Rents property within 2,500


feet of the area, on a monthly basis.

Roger Picquet
Owns a rental within 2,500 feet.

Patricia Risoldi
Has no interests near the area.


You also stated that the city councilmembers, planning commissioners and the city manager are required to reside in the jurisdiction and that the city councilmembers are elected in at-large elections.  City staff is not required to reside within the jurisdiction.

ANALYSIS

Conflicts of Interest


The Act provides:  


No public official at any level of state or local government shall make, participate in making or in any way attempt to use his official position to influence a governmental decision in which he knows or has reason to know he has a financial interest.







Section 87100.

