





June 16, 1993

Bruce A. Rittenhouse

622 W. Carrillo #7

Santa Barbara, CA  93101







Re:  Your Request for Advice








Our File No. A-93-189

Dear Mr. Rittenhouse:


You have requested advice concerning the campaign provisions of the Political Reform Act (the "Act").  

QUESTION


Is the use of a "900-number" telephone line a legal method for soliciting and receiving contributions under the Act?

CONCLUSION


A campaign may raise funds by use of a 900-number telephone line, provided the procedures for solicitation and reporting of contributions comply with the provisions of the Act.

FACTS


You plan to run for the City Council for the City of Santa Barbara.  You would like to establish a 900-number telephone line to solicit contributions to your campaign.  You plan to limit such contributions to $10 per caller, and would indicate in all promotional materials that a $10 contribution plus a service charge will appear on each caller's telephone bill.

ANALYSIS


We have previously advised that the use of 900-number telephone lines to solicit and receive contributions is not prohibited under the Act.  (Buck-Walsh Advice Letter, No. I-90-239, copy enclosed.)  All of the Act's requirements for recording and disclosure of contributions are applicable to such contributions, as outlined in the Commission's Information Manual on Campaign Disclosure Provisions of the Political Reform Act.  You should obtain a copy of the manual from the Santa Barbara City Clerk.  You should also note that the entire amount collected from each caller is the amount of the contribution.  Amounts retained by the telephone company must be reported as expenditures by the campaign.  


If you have questions concerning this letter, please contact me at (916) 322-5662.







Sincerely,







Jeff Marschner







General Counsel







By:
Carla Wardlow








Division Chief








Technical Assistance Division

Enclosure
