




August 11, 1993

Mr. Randall J. Zakreski

Boehringer Ingelheim Corporation

P.O. Box 368

Ridgefield, Connecticut  06877






RE:  Your Request for Confirmation







of Telephone Advice







Our File No. I-93-296

Dear Mr. Zakreski:


You have requested confirmation of telephone advice on behalf of Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals, Inc. ("BIPI") concerning the campaign provisions of the Political Reform Act (the "Act").     Your letter states only general questions.  Therefore, we consider it to be a request for informal assistance pursuant to Regulation 18329(c).


Your letter accurately summarizes the advice that I provided to you concerning special election limits.  The term special election means an election which is called to fill a vacant position.  Therefore, under state law, corporations are limited to $1,000 per candidate per election cycle when contributing to candidates involved in a special election.  (Section 85305.)  In addition, there are some cities and counties that have imposed contribution limits and other campaign requirements additional to or different from those contained in the Act.  These additional or different requirements may only be imposed on local officeholders, local candidates, committees formed to support or oppose local candidates and ballot measures being voted upon in that jurisdiction and to general purpose committees active only in the local jurisdiction.  (Section 81009.5.)  The Act no longer limits how much money a corporation may contribute to officeholders or  candidates during regular elections.  (Section 85301.) 
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 A corporation which makes contributions totaling $10,000 or more in a calendar year to any number of California state or local candidates or committees will qualify as a major donor committee and be required to file disclosure statements.  Section 83013(c) defines the term "major donor committee" as any person or combination of persons that makes contributions totaling $10,000 or more in a calendar year to or at the behest of candidates or committees.     




    


If you have any questions concerning this letter, please call me at 916/322-5662.







Sincerely,







Mary Ann Kvasager







Political Reform Consultant

