





May 27, 1994

Mel Owens

802 Canyon View Drive

Laguna Beach, CA  92651







Re:  Your Request for Assistance








Our File No. G-94-151

Dear Mr. Owens:


You have requested assistance concerning a $100 late filing penalty imposed on your campaign committee by the Laguna Beach City Clerk pursuant to the provisions of the Political Reform Act (the "Act").  


You were an unsuccessful candidate in the 1992 Laguna Beach City Council election.  The Laguna Beach City Clerk has imposed a $100 late filing penalty on your campaign committee in connection with the first semi-annual campaign statement for 1993.  You have asked that the Commission direct the City Clerk to rescind the fine.


Section 91013 provides that persons who file late statements and reports are subject to late filing penalties under the Act, and authorizes the filing officer to impose or waive such penalties.  For campaign statements filed by city candidates and their committees, the city clerk is the filing officer.  (Section 84215.)  


With regard to your committee's campaign statements, the Laguna Beach City Clerk has sole authority to impose or waive the late filing penalty.  The Commission has no authority under the Act to direct the Laguna Beach City Clerk to waive or rescind the fine.


If you have questions concerning this letter, please contact me at (916) 322-5662.







Sincerely,







Carla Wardlow







Division Chief







Technical Assistance Division

cc:  Laguna Beach City Clerk

