





August 10, 1994

Kay Paietta, Legal Assistant

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher

333 South Grand Avenue

Los Angeles, CA 90071-3197







Re:
Your Request for Confirmation








of Telephone Advice








Our File No. A-94-233

Dear Ms. Paietta:


You have requested confirmation of telephone advice provided to you concerning the lobbying disclosure provisions of the Political Reform Act.


Except as stated below, your letter accurately reflects the advice given to you.  It is my understanding that Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher registered as a lobbying firm as of June 2, 1994.  So long as the firm did not qualify as lobbying firm until that date it is not obligated to report lobbying activities for any period prior to the quarter covering April 1, 1994 through June 30, 1994.  


The provisions of Regulation 18614(a)(2) and (a)(3) apply to payments made from a lobbyist employer to a lobbying firm and would not apply to an entity which receives payment for lobbying related activities prior to qualifying as a lobbying firm.


Your understanding that payments received for general legal advice and litigation or pre-litigation services are not reportable by a lobbying firm is correct. 


Regulation 18616 provides that lobbyist employers and persons spending $5,000 or more to influence legislative or administrative action need not report compensation or other payments for services which are solely secretarial, clerical or manual or limited solely to the compilation of data and statistics.  This regulation does not apply to lobbying firms.  Hence, the entire amount a lobbying firm receives for the purpose of influencing legislative or administrative action is reportable by the lobbying firm even though a portion of the payment may be used to pay the salary of its employees who perform solely secretarial, clerical or manual services or who provide services which are limited solely to the compilation of data and statistics.


If you have additional questions, please contact me at (916) 322-5662.







Sincerely,







Steven G. Churchwell










General Counsel







By:  Wayne P. Imberi








Political Reform Consultant

