

December 14, 1994

Stevan Allen

Assembly California Legislature

Subcommittee on Fairs and Expositions

State Capitol, Room 5155

Sacramento, California  95814



Re:  Your Request for Advice




Our File No. A-94-354

Dear Mr. Allen:


This is in response to your letter requesting confirmation of telephone advice provided under the provisions of the Political Reform Act (the "Act"). 


You have been asked to attend a one-day meeting/hearing in Palm Springs; you have been advised that you will be reimbursed by the California Fairs Services Authority, a joint powers authority and a government agency, for your airfare and one night's lodging.  The meeting pertains to work you are currently doing as a consultant to Assemblyman Cannella and his subcommittee on Fairs and Expositions.  You explained that the meeting is designed to offer guidance, perspective and tools for yourself and the other members of the Select and Steering Committee dealing with the Division of Fairs & Expositions' Re-invention Pilot Project.  


This letter confirms my telephone advice that since you are doing the work in your official capacity, the amounts received by you as reimbursement would be deemed income within the meaning of Section 82030(a).  However, pursuant to Section 82030(b)(2), "income" specifically excludes reimbursement for expenses from a state, local or federal governmental agency.  Accordingly, since the California Fairs Services Authority is a government agency, reimbursement from them for your airfare and one night's lodging does not constitute income.  Furthermore, since the reimbursement is for work-related expenses, such reimbursement from a governmental agency, under these facts, is also not considered a gift.  (Section 82028(a); Allen Advice Letters, No. A-92-364 and 

No. A-92-364(f).)  Therefore, the reimbursement from the California Fairs Services Authority does not violate the provisions of the Act.




Sincerely,




Steven G. Churchwell




General Counsel




By:  Jeevan Ahuja





Counsel, Legal Division
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