CONFIRMATION OF ADVICE

NUMBER:
M-95-179

DATE:
May 25, 1995

SUBJECT:
Filing Fee Payments



Senate Bill 704 (Beverly) as amended April 18, 1995

ISSUE:
Reimbursement of Filing fees with campaign funds


At an advice meeting held May 25, 1995, attended by General Counsel, Steve Churchwell and C. Wardlow, L. Cassady, D. Muallem, L. Menchaca, and H. Wagner, a provision of SB 704 relating to filing fees was discussed.


Background:
At the Commission's request this bill amends Section 82015 and 82025 so that a candidate's personal funds used to pay a filing fee for a declaration of candidacy or a candidate statement prepared pursuant to Section 1337 of the Election Code is not a contribution or expenditure.


Question:  If a candidate paid a filing fee with personal funds, would reimbursement be permissible from campaign funds under the personal use statutes, Sections 89510-89522?


Answer:
Yes, since the payment would no longer be defined as a contribution or expenditure it does not fall under the restrictions of Section 89511.5.  For reporting purposes, the committee statement would disclose the candidate as the payee and identify the payment as a filing fee reimbursement.

