July 11, 1995

Kenneth Oplinger

Business for Good Government

2201 Walnut Avenue, Suite 110

Fremont, CA 94538‑2334

Re:
Your Request for Informal Assistance 

Our File No. I‑95‑206

Dear Mr. Oplinger:

You have requested advice concerning the campaign provisions of the Political Reform Act.  Since your letter refers to activities which have already occurred, our advice must be general in nature.  (Regulation 18329(b)(8)(A).)  It in no way is meant to ratify any past conduct.  We consider your letter to be a request for informal assistance to clarify prior phone advice, pursuant to Regulation 18329(c).

During our conversation on April 20, 1995, you indicated that the Business for Good Government Committee had registered as a state general purpose committee because it intends to be active at the state level.  However, you also stated that the Committee intended to make some expenditures in connection with the June 6, 1995, election in the City of Fremont.  We discussed the various types of committees and I recommended that although you had already registered as a state committee, you should file copies of your campaign statements with the city during 1995 since the Committee would be active in the local election.
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You represented in our conversation of June 28, 1995, that the Committee has engaged in the following activity to date:

April 20, 1995  $250 contribution to Jonelle Zager, a candidate for Fremont City Council

May 12,1995  $400 independent expenditure for a mailing containing get‑out‑the‑vote                                information and endorsing Jonelle Zager 

($300 for postage, $100 for printing)

After the June 6
$45 payment for a newsletter to committee

electionmembers containing information on the election

During 1995, state general purpose recipient committees are not required to file regular pre‑election statements.  City general purpose recipient committees must file pre‑election statements during the six‑month period in which the city election is held if they make contributions or independent expenditures totaling $500 or more during the period covered by the pre‑election statement.  (Section 84200.5.)

The schedule for filing pre‑election statements in connection with the June 6, 1995 election was as follows:

Period Covered

Type of Statement

by Statement

Filing Deadline

First Pre‑election

Jan. 1 ‑ April 22
April 27

Second Pre‑election

April 23 ‑ May 20
May 25

Third Pre‑election

May 21 ‑ May 30
June 2

Semi‑Annual


May 31 ‑ June 30
July 31

If the Committee's activity is as you have represented, no pre‑election statements would have been triggered under the Act, even if the Committee had filed the Form 410 as a city general purpose recipient committee.  State general purpose recipient committees are not required to file statements with a city in which the committee makes contributions.  (Section 84215.)   
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However, since the Committee's activity for the first six months of 1995 has been solely within the City of Fremont, we recommend you file a copy of your semi‑annual statement for the period January 1, 1995, through June 30, 1995, with the Fremont City Clerk's Office by July 31, 1995.  A copy of Information Manual C is enclosed for your review which outlines the filing requirements for general purpose recipient committees.

If you have any questions or need further assistance, please contact me at (916) 322‑5660.

Sincerely,

Dixie Howard

Political Reform Consultant

Technical Assistance Division

