

February 20, 1996

J. William Zastrow

Member, Board of Directors, Division 5

Central Basin Municipal Water District

17761 Regency Circle

Bellflower, California  90706



Re:  Your Request for Advice

                                   Our File No. A-96-027

Dear Mr. Zastrow:


You have requested advice regarding the conflict-of-interest provisions of the Political Reform Act (the "Act") as they pertain to your position as a member of the Board of Directors of the Central Basin Municipal Water District.


Pursuant to Section 83114(b) and Commission Regulation 18329, the Commission provides formal written advice and informal assistance to public officials concerning their duties under the Act.  However, it has been the Commission's long-standing policy not to provide written advice or telephonic assistance to one of the parties to pending litigation.  (Alperin Advice Letter,

No. I-86-111; and Woodside Advice Letter, No. A-85-106,

Regulation 18329(b)(8)(C).)


At the present time, you and your business, Peerless Water Company, are named defendants in the lawsuit of City of Vernon v. Central Basin Water District.  The conflict-of-interest issues pending in the lawsuit are the same issues for which you have requested advice.  The Commission believes that once a matter concerning a public official's duties under the Act is pending before a court, the determination of the law's application is in the hands of the judicial branch. 


If you have any further questions regarding this matter, please contact me at 916/322-5660.



Sincerely,



Jill Stecher



Staff Counsel, Legal Division
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