                                                                    February 13, 1997

Nancy Them, CIC

Account Administrator

Keenan & Associates

1760 Creekside Oaks Drive, Suite 220

Sacramento, California  95833

 Re:  Your Request for Advice

         Our File No. G-96-166
Dear Ms. Them:

I am writing regarding your request for advice, which we have discussed by telephone on several occasions.  You asked us to determine whether any of the designated employees of the JPAs are “other public officials who manage public investments” pursuant to Regulation 18720.  I reviewed the following JPA agreements and bylaws which you forwarded to us:

Signal II

North Coast Schools’ Insurance Group

North Bay Schools’ Insurance Authority

Northern California Community Colleges SIA

Tuolumne Joint Powers Authority

The agreements and bylaws only name  officers and positions of the board of directors, with some minimal description of duties.  As we discussed, whether an individual is an "other public official who manages public investments" is a question of fact, depending on what the individual's duties are and the level of responsibility he or she has for certain investment decisions or policy‑making.  The agreements and bylaws do not provide me with the necessary information to assist in the determination you requested.  Therefore, it is not possible for me to render any advice.

I previously sent you a copy of Regulation 18720 as well as several advice letters which discuss who is considered an "other public official who manages public investments" pursuant to Regulation 18720.  (Odani Advice Letter, No. I‑95‑369; Dunn Advice Letter, No. I-95‑379; Borba Advice Letter, No. A‑95‑165; and Rathmann Advice Letter, No. A‑95‑122.)  I am also enclosing some more recent advice letters:  Hanna Advice Letter, No. A‑96‑314 and Frydendal Advice Letter, No. A‑96‑288.

Please forward this information to the attorneys for the various JPAs to assist them in determining which individuals are "other public officials who manage public investments" pursuant to Regulation 18720.  It is important that this determination be made soon, as it is currently the filing period for the statement of economic interests.  Anyone identified as an official who manages public investments  will file a statement of economic interests pursuant to Section 87200.  In such case,  amendments may need to be made to the JPA’s conflict of interest code.

If the attorneys for the JPAs have any questions, they may contact our office at (916) 322‑5660.  I hope this information has provided you with guidance and assistance.

Sincerely,

Steven G. Churchwell

General Counsel

By:  Jill Stecher

        Staff Counsel, Legal Division
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