July 9, 1997

Linda Lawrence

Deputy City Clerk

2100 Thousand Oaks Blvd.

Thousand Oaks, CA 91362

Re:
Your Request for Advice

Our File No. A-97-319

Dear Ms. Lawrence:

This is in response to your request for advice concerning the campaign provisions of the Political Reform Act (the “Act”).

QUESTION AND CONCLUSION

You have asked if Section 85601 or any similar provision pertains to local candidates and, if so, who would pay the costs of the ballot statement for local candidates.

Section 85601 states:

“The clerk of each county shall provide to candidates for offices of the State Assembly, State Senate, and Board of Equalization, who voluntarily choose to limit their campaign expenditures in accordance with this act, a campaign statement with the county sample ballot materials of 100 words in primary and special elections, and 200 words in general elections, free of charge, the add-on cost of which is to be reimbursed from the state General Fund.  Candidates for the offices of State Assembly, State Senate, and Board of Equalization not choosing to limit their campaign expenditures in accordance to this act may also publish a campaign statement of similar length and format with the county sample ballot materials, but shall be charged the pro rata cost of printing, handling, translating, and mailing the campaign statement.  Such candidate statements shall not include any references to a candidate’s opponent or opponents and may include a photograph of the candidate....”  (Emphasis added.)

As noted in your letter, candidates for local office are not listed in Section 85601.  Therefore, it is not applicable to local candidates.  There are no similar provisions in the Act that provide access to sample ballot materials for local candidates.

If you have questions concerning this letter, please contact me at (916) 322-5660.

Sincerely,

Steven G. Churchwell

General Counsel

By:
Carla Wardlow

Division Chief

Technical Assistance Division

�Government Code Sections 81000-91014.  Commission Regulations appear at Title 2, Sections 18109-18995, of the California Code of Regulations.





