                                                                    August 13, 1997

Robert E. Leidigh

Olson, Hagel, Fong, Leidigh,

 Waters & Fishburn

Plaza Towers

555 Capitol Mall, Suite 1425

Sacramento, California 95814

Re:   Your Request for Advice

         Our File No. I-97-399
Dear Mr. Leidigh:

This letter is a response to your request for advice on behalf of your clients California Newspaper Publishers Association and its for-profit, wholly owned subsidiary, CNPA Services, Inc.,  regarding the lobbying provisions of the Political Reform Act (the “Act”).
  Because your questions are of a general nature, we consider your request to be one for informal assistance.

                                                                       FACTS

The California Newspaper Publishers Association and its subsidiary, CNPA Services, Inc., registered jointly as a lobbyist employer pursuant to advice provided to you in 1992, Leidigh Advice Letter No. I-92-635.  The two entities were registered as a lobbyist employer because CNPA Services, Inc., employed two in-house lobbyists.  In addition, the joint entity employed a separate lobbying firm to assist in its lobbying efforts.  In our telephone conversation of April 4, 1997, you indicated that CNPA Services, Inc., wished to become a lobbying firm with the two lobbyists working for it and have California Newspaper Publishers Association as one of its clients.  In addition, seven newspaper publishers will also become clients providing a total of eight clients for the new lobbying firm, CNPA Services, Inc.   CNPA Services, Inc. will subcontract part of the work to the other lobbying firm.  

QUESTION 

What registration forms should be filed on behalf of California Newspaper Publishers Association and its subsidiary CNPA Services, Inc.,  to effectuate the changeover in configurations?

                            CONCLUSION
 In order to terminate their status as a registered lobbyist employer, California Newspaper Publishers Association and its subsidiary CNPA Services, Inc. must file a Form 606, Notice of Termination.  

Because CNPA Services, Inc., will be receiving payments for lobbying services, it must file a Form 601, Lobbying Firm Registration Statement.  

California Newspaper Publishers Association and the seven newspaper publishers will each have to file Form 602, Lobbying Firm Activity Authorization, authorizing CNPA Services, Inc., to lobby on their behalf.

The two in-house lobbyists employed by California Newspaper Publishers Association and its subsidiary CNPA Services, Inc., must each amend their Form 604, Lobbyist Certification Statement when their employment begins with the lobbying firm, CNPA Services, Inc.

Because CNPA Services, Inc., will be authorizing another lobbying firm to lobby on behalf of several of its clients, Form 602 must be completed by CNPA Services, Inc., and sent to the other lobbying firm for filing with the Secretary of State’s Office .

(Sections 86100-86107.)    


If you have any other questions regarding this matter, please contact me at (916) 322-5660.

Sincerely,

Steven G. Churchwell

General Counsel

By:
Mary Ann Kvasager

       
Political Reform Consultant

�  Government Code sections 81000 - 91014.  Commission regulations appear at title 2, sections 18109 - 18995, of the California Code of Regulations. 


� Informal assistance does not provide the requestor with the immunity provided by an opinion or formal written advice.  (Section 83114; Regulation 18329, subd. (C)(3).)





