November 13, 1997

Millett Thomas

Deputy City Clerk

City of American Canyon

2185 Elliott Drive

American Canyon, CA 94589-1331

Re: Your Request for Advice

       Our File No. A-97-551

Dear Ms. Thomas:

This letter is a response to your request for advice regarding the provisions of the Political Reform Act (the “Act”).


QUESTION
May the Deputy City Clerk in the Planning Department continue to act as filing officer for statements of economic interests filed by city officials and employees after relocating to another location four minutes from City Hall?


CONCLUSION
Yes.  The statements of economic interests may be kept, and made available to the public for inspection, with either the City Clerk or any other agency designated by the City Council.


FACTS
American Canyon has two Deputy City Clerks; one clerk is in the Planning Department and serves as the City’s filing officer for statements of economic interests.  This Department has been located in City Hall, but will now be relocating to another site, approximately four minutes away.  The Clerk for the Planning Department would like to continue serving as filing officer
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at the new location.  The records will be accessible to the public, and to individuals filing their forms.


ANALYSIS
Section 87500 governs where statements of economic interests must be filed.  Subdivision (f) states that:

“Persons holding the office of city manager or, if there is no city manager, the chief administrative officer, the city treasurer, and candidates for and persons holding the office of city council member, city attorney, and mayor — one original with the city clerk who shall make and retain a copy and forward the original to the commission which shall be the filing officer.”  (Emphasis added.)

Section 82009.5 further defines “Clerk:”

“ ‘Clerk’ refers to the city or county clerk unless the city council or board of supervisors has designated any other agency to perform the specified function.”

If the City Council has designated the Deputy City Clerk for the Planning Department to act as filing officer for the statements of economic interests, she may continue to receive and maintain the statements at the new location.

If you have further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Steven G. Churchwell

General Counsel

By: Kevin S. Moen

Political Reform Consultant

�  Government Code sections 81000 - 91014.  Commission regulations appear at title 2, sections 18109 - 18995, of the California Code of Regulations. 


�City employees who file statements of economic interests under the City’s conflict of interest code file with the filing officer specified in the code.  (Section 87302.)





