                                                                    March 11, 1998

Wayne K. Lemieux

Lemieux & O'Neill

200 North Westlake Blvd., Suite 100

Westlake Village, California  91362-3755

Re:  Your Request for Advice

         Our File No. G-98-037
Dear Mr. Lemieux:

This letter is in response to your request for advice regarding a possible conflict of interest for Mr. James Zastrow, the Director of the Central Basin Municipal Water District. 

The Political Reform Act (the “Act”)
 requires the Commission to provide formal written advice to any person whose duties under the Act are in question or by that person’s authorized representative.  (Section 83114 (b).)  In addition, informal assistance may be rendered under some circumstances.  (Regulation 18329(c).)  However, it is the Commission's policy not to provide written advice or telephone assistance to a party involved in litigation.  (Alperin Advice Letter, No. I-86-111; Woodside Advice Letter, No. A-85-106; Zastrow Advice Letter, 

No. A-96-027.)

The Commission believes that once a matter concerning a public official's duties under the Act is before a court, the determination of the law's application is in the hands of the judicial branch.

If you have any other questions regarding this matter, please contact me at 

(916) 322-5660.

Sincerely,

Steven G. Churchwell

General Counsel

By:
Lynda Doherty

       
Political Reform Consultant, Legal Division

SGC:LD:tls

�  Government Code sections 81000 - 91014.  Commission regulations appear at title 2, sections 18109 - 18995, of the California Code of Regulations. 


�  At the present time, Mr. Zastrow and his business, Peerless Water Company, are named defendants in the lawsuit of City of Vernon v. Central Basin Water District.  The conflict-of-interest issues pending in the lawsuit are the same issues for which you have requested advice.





