August 6, 1998

Ron Wilson

640 Devonshire Drive

Dixon, CA 95620

Re: Your Request for Advice

       Our File No. A-98-186

Dear Mr. Wilson:

This letter is a response to your request for advice regarding the disclosure provisions of the Political Reform Act (the “Act”).


QUESTION
Are you required to report 50 percent of your wife’s income on your candidate’s Statement of Economic Interest form?


CONCLUSION

Yes.  Since your wife’s employer is located in or doing business in the City of Dixon, and her source of income does not meet the criteria for an exception, you must report 50 percent of her income.


FACTS

You are a candidate for city council in the City of Dixon.  Your wife is the office manager for the Solano Economic Development Corporation, a 501(c)(6) organization.  It receives its funding from both private and public sources, including the City of Dixon.  SEDCORP works with economic development professionals of other cities in the area to help recruit quality business development in Solano County.  

August 6, 1998

A-98-186

Page Two


ANALYSIS

Section 87201 requires a candidate to file:

“A statement disclosing his or her investments, his or her interests in real property, and any income received during the immediately preceding 12 months.”  (Emphasis added.)

Section 82030 defines the term “income.”  It includes

“A payment received, including but not limited to any salary, wage, advance ... including any community property interest in the income of a spouse ....”

Section 82030 also states that, other than a gift, income:

“Does not include income received from any source outside the jurisdiction and not doing business within the jurisdiction, or not having done business within the jurisdiction during the two years prior to the time any statement or other action is required.”

In subsection (b) of Section 82030, the Act provides for some exceptions to this definition of income.  They include, in relevant part,

“Salary and reimbursement for expenses or per diem received from a state, local, or federal government agency and reimbursement for travel expenses and per diem received from a bona fide nonprofit entity exempt from taxation under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.”  (Emphasis added.)

Since your wife’s employer is located in or doing business within your jurisdiction and it is not a 501(c)(3) organization, it does not fit the exception provided by Section 82030(b).  Therefore, you must report your community property interest (50 percent%) in your wife’s income.
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If you have any additional questions, please call me at (916) 322-5660.

Sincerely,

Steven Churchwell

General Counsel

By: Kevin S. Braaten-Moen

       Political Reform Consultant

�  Government Code sections 81000 - 91014.  Commission regulations appear at title 2, sections 18109 - 18995, of the California Code of Regulations.





