




August 22, 2000

Barbara Booth Grunwald

Deputy County Counsel

County of Fresno

2220 Tulare Street, Fifth Floor

Fresno, CA  93716

Re:
Your Request for Advice

Our Advice Letter No. A-00-183

Dear Ms. Grunwald:

This letter is a response to your request for advice regarding the economic disclosure provisions of the Political Reform Act (the "Act").

QUESTION

May the Board of Supervisors issue a general letter to school districts and special districts within Fresno County advising them that statements of economic interests for “heads of agencies” for those districts may be retained by the district rather than being submitted to the Board of Supervisors, as has been done in the past? 

CONCLUSION

No.  The statements of economic interests for county school and special districts must be filed with the Fresno County Board of Supervisors and made available to the public for inspection.

FACTS

Fresno County has interpreted the phrase “heads of agencies,” as found in Section 85700, to include the chief executive officer of each district in the County, thereby requiring each head to file his or her statement of economic interests with the County Board of Supervisors, as the code reviewing body.  The County is now seeking to change the filing officer for agency heads for school and special districts to the districts themselves.
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ANALYSIS

Section 87500 governs where statements of economic interests must be filed. Subdivision (j) states that: 

“Except as provided for in subdivision (k), heads of agencies, members of boards or commissions not under a department of state government or members of boards or commissions not under the jurisdiction of a local legislative body – one original with the agency, which shall make and retain a copy and forward the original to the code reviewing body which shall be the filing officer.  In its discretion, the code reviewing body may provide that the original be filed directly with the code reviewing body and that no copy be retained by the agency.”

Section 82011(b) defines a code reviewing body as:

“The board of supervisors, with respect to the conflict-of-interest code of any county agency other than the board of supervisors, or any agency of the judicial branch of government, and of any local government agency, other than a city agency, with jurisdiction wholly within the county.”

Because the statute specifies where these statements must be filed, and no statutory or regulatory exception is provided, the heads of agencies for county school and special districts must continue to file with the Fresno County Board of Supervisors. 

If you have any questions on this matter, please feel free to contact me at  (916) 322-5660.

Sincerely,

Luisa Menchaca

Assistant General Counsel

By:  
Kevin S. Moen, PhD

Political Reform Consultant II

� 	Government Code sections 81000 – 91014. Commission regulations appear at title 2, sections 18109 - 18995, of the California Code of Regulations.








