May 25, 2000

Sandi Genser-Maack

North & East Neighborhood Council

Post Office Box 254

Richmond, CA  94808

Re:  
Your Request for Advice

Our File No. G-00-108

Dear Ms. Genser-Maack:

This letter responds to your May 8, 2000, request for advice under the Political Reform Act (the “Act”)
.

As I explained to Julie Freestone of your office in our telephone conversation of 

May 23, 2000, the Act requires the Commission to provide formal written advice to any person whose duties under the Act are in question or to that person’s authorized representative.  (Section 83114(b).)  The Commission does not provide advice to third parties regarding a public official’s duties under the Act.  (2 Cal. Code of Regs. Section 18329(b)(8).)  Consequently, we are unable to provide assistance with respect to the issues you raise in your letter.  However, we have enclosed the following materials for your information:  1) Fact Sheet — Mass Mailings Under the Political Reform Act; 2) Regulation 18901 — Mass Mailings Sent at Public Expense; 

3) Gartner Advice Letter, No. A-99-224; and 4) Martyn Advice Letter, No. A-99-103.

We are aware of various concerns regarding the mass mailing provisions of the Act; there will be a discussion at the June 2, 2000, Commission Meeting regarding some of these concerns.  I am enclosing a copy of the agenda for the June meeting, along with a copy of the memorandum prepared by Legal Division staff outlining two specific requests to amend Regulation 18901 —  Mass Mailings Sent at Public Expense.  If you are unable to attend the meeting, feel free to submit your comments in writing by 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 

May 31, 2000 (comments may be submitted by hand delivery, mail or fax).  You have been added to the Commission’s mailing list to receive ongoing information regarding the mass mailing regulation.

If you have any further questions regarding this matter, please feel free to contact me at (916) 322-5660.

Sincerely,

Lynda Doherty

Political Reform Consultant

LD:tls

Enclosures

cc:
Julie Freestone, Committee Chair

�  Government Code Sections 81000-91015.





