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November 10, 2000

Susan G. Lynn, City Clerk

City of Fountain Valley

10200 Slater Avenue

Fountain Valley, CA 92708-4736

Re:
Your Request for Informal Assistance


Our File No.  I-00-233

Dear Ms. Lynn:

This letter is in response to your request for advice regarding the provisions of the Political Reform Act (the “Act”).
  As we discussed on October 25, 2000, because your letter appears to concern past conduct, we are treating your letter as a request for informal assistance pursuant to regulation 18329(c)(3).

You asked about your duties with respect to a committee that you believed failed to file a report as required under the Act.  As we discussed, filing officers are required to notify promptly all persons and known committees who have failed to file a report or statement.  (Section 81010.)  In addition, regulation 18110(a)(1) and (2) provide:



“(a) It shall be the duty of a filing officer pursuant 


to Section 81010(b) in connection with the filing of 


candidate and committee campaign statements pursuant to


Chapter 4 or 5 of the Political Reform Act to determine


whether required documents have been filed. 



“(1)  In order to fulfill his or her duty to determine


whether required documents have been filed, if the filing


officer is aware that a candidate or committee has an 

obligation to file a campaign statement and has failed to do

so, the filing officer shall notify the candidate or committee

of the obligation to file a statement.


“(2) In determining whether required documents 

have been filed, the filing officer shall not be required to

conduct any investigation to determine whether a 

committee or candidate has an obligation to file a 

campaign statement.  This subsection is not intended to 

prevent the filing officer from performing such an 

investigation.” [Emphasis added.]


If you have any other questions regarding this matter, please contact me at 

(916) 322-5660.







Sincerely,







Luisa Menchaca







Assistant General Counsel







By:
John W. Wallace








Senior Counsel, Legal Division
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� Government Code sections 81000 – 91015.  Commission regulations appear at Title 2, sections 18109-18996, of the California Code of Regulations.  	


� Informal assistance does not provide the requestor with the immunity provided by an opinion or formal written advice. (Government Code Section 83114; 2 Cal. Code of Regs. Section 18329(c)(3).) 





